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T O the Reverend,Learned &Faithful 
Ttjlors of the Qkurcket of C H R I S T 


in -England t the following 

ESS AY, with what accompanies it, 
as a Token of his great Affe&ion 
and Refpeft to them, is humbly 


D EDtCATED 


by 


The Author, 



THE 



B gSSS Am very fenftble the greateft part of what is 
I || offered in the following Effay y may he found in 
ggSSSSS tfreatifes already Publijbed y and accordingly l 
have mentioned the Authors : and yet poffibly the Reader 
may find fome things fuggejled^ here and there y which he 
has not met with before . However it does not fall to 
every ones fbare to have the Books cited j and fome of them 
are rarely to be feen in New-England ; befides r the Col- 
lating many things thus together , will fave both time 
and pains to fuch as have libraries y and want Leifure to 
Jearch them. 

If any fhould inquire what occafion there is at this 
time of the Day for an Oration againfi Popery ; is the 
Proteftant Intqreft in any hazard from that Quarter ? 
I anjwer y the Church Militant will never be out of dan- 
ger and therefore fhe has Watchmen let upon her Walls ; 
* And tho' our LORD JESUS CHRIS f will certainly 
make good his great Promife • fihat the Gates of Hell 
/ hall never be able to prevail againfi His Church , ( Man 
xvi. 1 8 . fifDan* ii. 44. ) let I know of no other Charter 
that any of the Pr olefiant Churches in particular have for 
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their 
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their Security, them what runs with a quam diu fe bene 
geiTerint,*r in the words of the Prophet Azariah, i Cbron . 
xv. 2. Hear ye me Ala, and all Judah, and Benjamin, The 
LORD is with you ( or will be with you, for it may be 
tr anjlated in the future Tenfe) while you be with Him. 
Bejides which , the unfearcbable Sovereignty of GO D in 
His Difpenfations of this Nature , is always to be remem- 
bred adored . What became of the (even famous Chur* 

dies in Aha, thofe Golden Candlcfticks among whom the 
Son of G O D once walked ? Where are the flour tfbing and 
numerous Chtifiian Churches that were fomet'me flnee in 
Bohemia, Hungaria & Piedmont ? But Oh l thou Enemy ! 
tyubalDefilatiohs hafl thou wrought in ourDays inFrxhce ? 
Jhe time was *, when the Rejormed could there count 
two thoufand one hundred 6t fifty Churches j in moft of 
thefe two Miniflers, in feme five \ the Church ^Orleans 
had ieven thoufand Communicants : But their Bodies now 
lye dead in the Street of the great City, £fc. Rev. xi. 7, 8. 
In the Tear 1686. not a Jingle Church left , or a reformed 
Minifter to be feen in all that Kingdom. As to Great 
Britain : He mufi be a Stranger to the Brkifh Hiftory 
that does not know how frequently our Holy Religion, 
together with the Civil Liberties of the Nation , has been 
in the utmofi danger from the Days of Queen Elifabcth j 
fometimes by fecret Attempts , at other times by open 
Violence, thro 9 the Influence of the Jefuits, with their 
Apciates, and other Emifarys of the Church of Rome. 
And tho 9 our Britifh Mountain fy the Divine Favour feems 
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*t prefent toft and ftrong y by the Settlement ofthejmperial 
Crown of Great Britain in the Frincefs S o P H I K,and the 
Heirs of Her Body being F rot eft ants j Tet where is the 
Seer y that dare fay to our Jerufalcm, her Warfare is Ac- 
complijbcd ? Who among us can teil how long tbefe Hal- 
cyon-days will laft ? Or, whether the Clouds may not 
return after the Rain . A great (f learned Divine * faak* 
fng of the Romiih Church has tbefe words , w The common 
a Enemy is f ill in Being y and hath great Power in the 
a fVorldy and we biow not what advantages our too com* 
“ mon Iniquities may from the Juft ice of a righteous GOD 
u give him againft us y fo that we have no reafon to be 
a Secure *\ And tho y the Man of Sin y from the Days of 
the bleffed Reformation e faecially y has been Confuming by 
the Breath ^CHRIST'j Mouthy et be will not be deftroyed 
till the Bright nefts of His coming . And *tis the Opinion of 
many Judicious Divine s y That immediately before tbefnal 
Ruine of Antichriftjthere will be fuch a time ( tbo ’ a fhort 
one ) for Diftrefs of Nat ions , and of Tribulation to the 
Church of G O D, as the Ages paft never faw. 

How near tbefe great laft Changes of tbeCbureb and 
World arCyWitb the exatf time & order wherein they are 
to be Accomplijbedy are Matters too high for our Prophe- 
tical Chronologers : IVhatever they may pretend to y the 
Arrows are beyond them : there is no fixing the certain 
Time for the Events of any Prophefy before the Accomplijh - 
ment : ( at the End it Jhall <^^Habak. iL 3. ) 

* Mr. Howe in his ..Sermon on the 5 th* N§v. 1703. 

And 
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And becaufe we know not when thefe things, or the 
coming of the Son of Man Jbalt be, therefore the Churches , 
arid all private Cbriftians are folemnly charged ( and it is 
at their utmoft Peril, if they negleft it) to Watch 8c Pray, 
Mark x\iLi$.£? lilt. to be Sober & Vigilant, i Pet.v. 8. Di- 
ligent, that they may be found of Him in Peace, without 
Spot 8C Blamdel's, 2 Pet iii.i 4. And not led away with the 
Error of the wicked And to mention no mot e, it is very 
Obfirvable , that the Church of Philadelphia, who had a 
gracious Promife of being kept from ( or in ) the hour of 
Temptation that ihould come upon all the World, to try 
them that dwell on the Earth, is yet awfully Admonifhed in 
thofe words. Behold 1 come quickly, hold faft that which 
thou haft, that no Man ( or no one, mte ) take thy Crown, 
Rev. iii. 6, 10 , n- 

/ have done ’with the Preface ’when I have faid, that the 
Reader mufi not expert here to find any thing like a general 
Charge againjl the Romifh Church, (finch a work wou’d 
fill Volumns, and has artuallyfio done : ) ‘The Defign of the 
May being only to open two Articles of her Indirt went ; 
and yet ExPede Hetcukni/n?» a Foot by the rule of pro- 
portion ’we may make an Eftimate of the Man of Sin, 
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An E S S A Y to Explain that Paffage 
in the Revelations, Chap. XV III. u 1 3. 

. and Slaves and Souls of Men ; with 

an Application thereof to the 
Church of Rome. 



iT being a Matter of fuch mighty Conic- 
quence to the People of G O D in the 
feveral Ages of the Church plainly to dis- 
cover Anti-ckrift, that fo u they might 

w not touch the unclean thing ”, but be 
feparatc y 'Tis not to be wonder'd at, that 

the Holy Ghost in giving the Character of Afyftical 
Babylon, the Mother of Harlots,^, ihould defeend to fuch 
Particulars as we meet with in this,and the preceding Chap- 
ter. For here we find the Apoftatc Church dcicribed from 
her Pofture, Sitting, v. 3. I faw a Woman Sit, &c. thus 
old Babylon Sat as a Queen : Her Garb & Attire, v. 4. fhe 
was arrayed with Purple , and deckt with Gold, and pre- 
cious Stones , &c. Notice is alfo taken of her Complexion, 
and Condition \ She was Scarlet Colour ed,and drunk with 

B bloody 
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Flood j the blood of Saints &Martyrs, as it follows in the 6 .v. 
And the better to find this ftrange Woman, her Rcfidencc, 
or Place of Abode, is pointed out ; the great City which} 
Reigned over the Kings of the Earth friz. R O ME ; which 
was famous for its feven Mountains, and therefore called 
Civitas Septicollis. Virgil fpeaking of Rome fays, Septem 
*qn£ una ftbi muro circumdedit Arces : And the Ancient 
Romans had a Feaft called Fed am Septimontium . And be* 
caufe great Cities are very much known and diftinguifhed 
by the Staple, or principal Wares they deal in ; we have 
an Account of the Trade drove to, and from this My ft teal 
Babylon , by her Merchants and Chapmen \ and the very 
Commodities , as well thofc Imported as Exported* are here 
Enumerated. The Invoice , which indeed is very particu- 

lar, begins at the i ith. verfe, with Gold & Silver , and ends 
in the 13 th verle, with the Slaves and Souls of Men y zs our 
Englifb Bible reads it. The Margin indeed has it Bodies \ 
The words m the Or'tginalfxe K*r ea/jATa*, K*i * 9 $f*x** • 
the true Meaning of which, I fhall now inquire into : And 
there being the leaft difficulty with the word Souls, I fhall 
begin with that, tho* the other ftands firft in the Text. 

It muft be acknowledged, that in Scripture, as well as in 
other Writings, the word Soul , is often taken figuratively 
for the whole Perfon : yet on the other hand, the facred 
Hiftoriaps,and other Writers ufe the word and fearce 

any other, when they fpeak of departed Spirits, ox the Soul 
after it’sSeparation from the Body j as might beproved from 

igyggiggrablc Inftances, were there occafion. Homer the 

Foun** 



Bodies a? Souls of Men. f 

Fountain of the Greek Language, for the moft part, if riot 
always, ufes the word for the Ghofts or departed 
rits of the Graciuj Heroes *. But I need not labour this * 
our Proteftant Expofitors being generally agreed, That by 
the word AfJXAt in this place, we are to underftand Souls 
departed. 

I proceed therefore to Explain the word amp*™. Our 
famous Mr. Brtghtman reads it Bodies : The French 
Bible renders the word Ffclaves : Junius and 

Tremellius tranflate it Mancipia ; and lo do’s the Vulgar 
Latin Bible , with many of the Criticks. It is probable^ 
that which occafioned our Tranflators, together with Ju- 
nius and Tremellius, and the La tin, and French Bibles , to 
render the word wu****. Slaves , or Man dpi a, is a paflage 
in the Defcription which the Prophet F&ekielfihwp. xxvii. 
gives of the rich Trade and Supply of Tyre, verfe 13. Ja- 
van, Tubal, and Mejbec , they were thy Merchants • they 
traded the Perfons of Men , as our Bible reads it, and fo 
does the French. The Latin has it Mancipia ; Junius and 
Tremellius, Hominibus : But the general Opinion of Ex- 
pofitors, is that the Prophet Ezekiel intends Servants, or 
Slaves that were fold at Tyre : And without doubt the 
Allegorical defcription of Myftical Babylon in this Chapter, 
is taken from that Prophecy in Fxejdel. But then as' Mr, 

* • ■ . - ■ — 

n-A\*5 *outi 

H tv** — 

Englifc'd by Mr. tope : 

That Wrath which hurl'd ro Pluto's gloomy Reign. 

The SOULS of mighty Chiefs untimely Slain. 
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Bright man upon the Place obferves, thefe words La the 
Revelations have a far other Meaning than thofe i siEzekiel • 
and upon the laft words in the verity viz. and Souls of Men 
&y% w T he Holy G HOST feems to have changed the 
« Conftru&ion of the words of let purpofe, that He might 
« note out the Difference between this Commodity, and all 
« the other, efpecially thofe of the Bodies } for thefe words 

a and Souls % are not put in the Genitive Cafe, as it is clear 
a i n the Greek text, but in the Accufative, as wehavetranf. 
a jated it in the Latin \ whereby it is fignified that there 
u is a diverfc, and diftinft Confideration made in the Place, 
« 0 f Souls and Bodies Thus that Learned Man. 

This remarkable Diftin&ion makes it the more Grange, 
that fuch of our Proteftant Expofitors, as underftand by the 
word 4 ran** Spirits or Jeparate Souls t fhould render the 
preceding word «¥***■•» Slaves : For Slavery is Conditio 
Perfona % and takes in the whole Man , to wit. Soul and 
Body, Conjunct im \ whereas in the text they are plainly 
Enumerated as two diflindl Species of Merchandize. 

Befides, I doubt upon Examination, even the Proteftants 
will be found as much concerned in the Merchandize of 
Slaves, as thofe of the Romifh Religion, and fo it can't be 
a Charafteriftic of the Apoftate Church, which ( as has been 

noted ) is the great Defign of the Context. 

1 tave already obferved, That Mr. Brigbtman reads the 
word in this place, Bodies : but then he applies it 

to the Switzers, who are a Corpulent People, andfurnifh 
the Pope with his Handing Guards. 


Some 
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Some Learned Men have thought, that the wretched Sub- 
jedion and VaiTalage of the Princes and People in Europe, 
to the Church of Rome , efpecially in the Ages preceding 
the Reformation, when the Popes treated them like Slaves 

is here intended. 

Others again are of Opinion, That by the word 
we may very well underftand,the Merchandize made by the 
Romifti Church of the Bodies of Men while alive, in tbofe 
Rigorous and unnatural Chaftifings of the Body, by Shirts 
of Mail, Haircloth, Whippings, and other Bodily Penances : 
which, th o' enjoyned St pra&ifed under pretence of fpiritual 
Mortification, and for the good of the Soul , yet upon oc- 
cafion may be difpenled with, and are commuted into Money, 
or fome other Emolument to the Church, and £o turned 
into Merchandize . But Veritas rei , fit veritas loci , arc 
two different things. The Queftion is not what the word 
*•/»», in general fignifies, or how it may be rendred in other 
Places 5 but what the Meaning of it is in this Invoice of 
the Merchandize of Myftical Babylon. 

And with Reverence to our Englilh Tranflators, and the 
other Venerable Authors before-mentioned, I am of 
Opinion,That by the word **i in the Text, we ought to 
underftand the Dead Bodies of Men : To fupport 
which, befides what has been already mentioned tending 
that way, I would offer the following Confiderations. 

i. Firjl, It is well known, That the Romifti Church 
for ieyeral Ages, ha$ made Merchandize as well of the 

Dead 
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Bead Bodies ,« the federate Souls of Men : ( as is prived 
in the following Effay. ) Now if we are to fuppofe the 
Holy Ghost in this Place, ( as our Proteftant Expo- 
sitors grant ) Dcfigns by the word the Merchandize 
which the Church of Rome makes of feparate Souls y cer- 
tainly it is as reafonable to think, That by the word 
He fhould point out another Branch of their vile Trade, 
viz. that of the Dead Bodies of Men. 

i 

2. Secondly , The manifeft Diftinfiion in the Original, 
and fo between the two Species of Merchandize obferved 
by Mr. Bright man, will be moft effe&ually preferved 
by this Interpretation of the word empa .™ : for the Soul and 
Body are never fo much Contradiftinguifhed, as after they 
arc feparated. And therefore Death is defined to be 
x»5i»jw>r «•* *»***&> Separatio Aninue et Corporis . 

3. thirdly , And to mention no more, the word «ap%ru* 

is fo render'd, not only by the Grech Authors and Lexicons, 
but alfo by the tfranjlators of the Bible in many other 
Places. *Tis likewife very obfcrvablc, That the only words 
us'd in the Seftuagint and New feft ament, for Servants 
and Bondmen, me. and o.**i*-: And among the Ancient 

Grecians was the Name of a Slave , or the worft fort 

of Servants. Scapula, after he has render'd *•?*» Corpus , 
cfpecially Corpus hominis,ukes notice that Plutarch , when 
fpeaking of burning the Dead Bodies , expreffes it in the 
Greek , by K*v<r»m,- r* <r»;.4»r« And in another Place deforib- 
ing the manner of Crucifying among the Romans , fays, 
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IV ctptx' **V %*K*Z*fX**' *«*©* «"#*?« t# «iww nwvpe? Afld Homer 

before-mentioned, ufes the word for the -6^ “* 

the xxiir. of his Odyjjcs. One of the Grecian Heroes 
in Hades is repreienfed as bewailing, That in fuch a Battle 
he, and others were flain, but their Bodies lay ncgleded ; 
Corpora neglefla jacent ; in the Greek it is »*rmt 

£fc. f . The Septaagint in that remarkable paflage of the • 
young Prophet who was flain by a Lyon for his Difbbedi- 
ence, and his Carcafe ( or dead Body ) caft in the way 
renders it feven times running, L King. xiii. 14. and 
following verfes *. As to the New Teftament ; the word 
imp*, very frequently ftands for the dead £ody } and accor- 
dingly is fo rendred. To inftancc in a few Places, Mat. 
xiv. 1 a. His Difciples came and took up the Body , i. e. of 
John ; Mat. xxvii.52. Many Bodies of Saints which 

ftept ; Verfc 58. He went to Pilate £? b egg’d the 

Body of J E s u s \ <***» Luke xxi v. 3. And they entred in , 

and found not the Body of the Lord J es us ; Ada 
ix. 40. And Peter turning him to the Body of T*abitha y 
who was dead \ And to mention no more, I. Cor. 

XY.44. It is fown a natural Body \ 

t Schnvtlius renders w t*. Corpora, Servi. ' Hedericns empm Carput. Ce»#, 
Manetjrium. Scapula like wife, but *tis with an /rest, ailow» the word 
xmp*, fometimes to fignify Strvut . So that dfejiti/tiiai or Setvi are but 
a iecondary Acceptation of the word. Cor put Sands ir A, and therefofo 
O'jght to be look’d upon aa the moft proper. The Learned Moofieor 
*■* ****** in his Notes upon Mat- sxvi- 16, Tbit it mp- Boiy t fays the 
word <rt£* fignifies properjy a dtad Body without Blood. And the 

ZaTLwft* 0 * ,cttdeti ,bt "otdwmpm by another, fignifyiag a 
f A great Number of C §rceffit % ttefiutw t ffabuM- iii. 2* 

Haying 
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* Hiving thus dated the Meaning of the word **/***, I 
proceed to make good the Charge exhibited againft the 
Church of Rome; viz. making Merchandize of the Bodies 
and Souk of Men. I begin with the B o D I e $. 

Now the Trade or Merchandize carried on by the Church 
of Rome with the Dead Bodies of Men, may be Coroprc- 

4 - 

Bended under thele two general Heads. 

i. Mortuaries and Rights of BuriaL 
a. Relicks and Pilgrimages . 

Fir ft. Mortuaries. Our Engliih Law Books tell 
us, That the fecond belt Beaft ( if the Defund left Cattle ) 
was claimed for the Mortuary ; if not, then a certain Sum 
of Money. And Mr. Selden in his treaties of tithes , fays, 
« The Antient Cuftom, according to the Church Canon, 
« was to bring the Mortuary along with the Corps, when 

* it came to he buried, and to offer it to the Church as a 
'« Satisfadion for the fuppofed Negligence the Defund had 
“Wn Guilty of,in not paying of his Perfonal Tithes j and 
« from thence it was called a Corfe Prefent xwyor m j 
a Ranfom for the Body . 

This is certain, That upon Notice of the Death of any 
One, the Parilh Pried, Curate, or fomc fpiritual Perfoncame 
utd demanded a certain Sum of Money, by the Name of a 
Mortuary : and fo Exorbitant at length thefe Ecclefiaftics 
grew, as to infill upon a Ninth, and fometimes even for a 
third part of the dead Mans Goods. This is taken Notice 
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of in the Statute of the atfth of Henry the V1IL Sothat 
at length the Parliament were obliged Erftto reftrain,and at 
Jaft to abolifti this ill Cuftom. Our Hsftorians farther tcH 
as, That unlefs the Mortuary was paid or fumed x %o be 
paid by the Heir or Executor, the dcceafed could not hare 
Chriftian Buryai And Dr. Burnet ( afterw ards Bifaop of 
Salisbury ) in his Hr/lory of the Reformation f, Tib. h 
gives us a terrible Inftance Of their Cruelty in this very 
thing. One Richard Hun* a Merchant m London, 
was fued by his Fariih Prieft for a Mortuary in the Court 
of the Popes Legate-, and bccaufcHe brought a Prdmuniro 
againft the Prieft in the Temporal Court, for bringing 
the Kings Subjeds before a Foreign and Illegal Court, he 
was Imprifbned in the Bijbops Court for Hercfy ; and be- 
caufc they could not find Matter fuflkient to put him to 
death by Law, he was Murthcrcd in ptifan. 

r 

. i 

Rites ofB u & I A L. — — Many and Supcrftitious ate the 
Ceremonies and Orders of the Romtfa Church touching 
Burial , and-of all which they take care to make their 
Market. By fame of their Canons, not only Heathens 
and Jews, but alfa Here ticks ( under which term they ah* 
ways comprehend Prot eft touts, and their Favoured ) they 
that don't confds their Sins once a Year, and all Excommu- 
ideated perfaos^V; are excluded from Eccteftnftknl Burial. 

• . - 

t A wotk wkich dtfeitM the MCommon Haoaar it net with t tfaftev# 
hoi heviog (heThenks of the fevlianent for fa 



jo The Merchandize of 

A* fhgtent Inftance of this we' have in our own Hiffory 
in the Reign of King John. The Kingdom of England* 
for fix Years and three Months, was under an Interdict from 
the Pope, during all which time ( enarrare Indignamur ) 
all that died were buried like Dcgs in ditches and holts . 
only fuch as had purchaled a Licence from the Pope* 
Among other BuUs of the Romiih Church 1>. A. Gavin in 
his Maftcr-Key to Popery , Vol. I. Reckons the Bull of the 
Dead fi> call'd. Bulla Defunttorum. No Body can be bu- 
ried either within or without the Church except they hare 
this Bull on their Bread, in token of their being Chriftians. 
The price of this Bull is two Reals of Plate : this goes to 
the Treafure of the Church, and nrnft needs amount ta a 
prodigious Sum every Year. 

They hare alfo taken Care to Appoint the Times, and 
Places for Burial — . TIME s,— not upon Feftiral days, 
unlcfi nccclfity require it, and then after Velpers are cele- 
brated — . Places, — iomc of the Antient Canons re- 
strain Burials in Churches, and all abfolutely forbid burying 
any Bodies Miatfocver near the Altar. But as facred as 
the Canons or Rules above-mentioned feem to be, they 
have been frequently bought off, and are yet difpenfed 
with, when ever the Pope pleales. 

' a. Secondly, The Supcrftitious xdc of Rel I CKS and 
the Pilgrimages Confequent there-qpon. 

This being one of the molt profitable Branches of Trade 
carried on atMyliical Babylon i I fhall be the larger upon it. 

That 
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That the Church of Rome not only carries on this un- 
lawful Trade, but openly Juftifics and Avows it, in De- 
fiance of the Wordoi GOD, and the Canons of feveral 
Ecclefajtical Councils to the contrary, is notorious 
and cannot be denied- Bell ar mine y one of their great 

Champions fays in cxprels words, “ That the Relicks of 
a t he Saints, viz. the Bones , JJbes, &c. arc to be Adored : 

* altho, not with the fame kind of Worlbip, as the Spirits 
“ of Saints ; yet with more than Humane or Civil Wor- 
“ fhip, viz. with Religious Supplication, Rites, Circum- 

* geftaiion, Thu rification, £rV ". Petrie’s Century's p. 45 . 
And Father Me zander y in his Syilcm of Divinity, accor- 
ding to the Council of Trent , under the Title Relicks , lays 
it down as a Thcfis, that the honouring of Relicks is not 
Repugnant to the firft Commandment. 

It is true they Endeavour to avoid the charge of Idolatry 

by Alledging, That in the Honour they pay to the Relicks 
of Martyrs and Saints, they don't Adore them y but G 0 .0 
w hole Saints they are. . 

The Council of 7 rent fettles the matter thus ; “ Th$ 

* Relicks of Saints, that is, their Bodies and Bones and 

* Sepulchres where they are buried, arc to be Adored and 
a Reverenced, tho' w ith lels Honour lomc-what, than the 

Saints themiclvcs That filthy Lucre was at the bot- 
tom of all this, avis long fince oblerved and lamented by 

Mantuan^ who is celebrated by Bellarmine for a Learned 
and Godly Poet. 


C a 
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Venalia nobis, tempi a r Sacer dotes, AU aria Sacra* 

* Coronet, lgnis*?bura y preces : Qelum efivenale, Dcufyue. 

And Cornelius Agrippa, a Member of the Romiih 
Church ; a Doftor of Law, Councilor and Hiftoriographer 
to the Emperor Charles the V, ( in theXVL Century ) an 
unexceptionable Witnefs, is yet more exprcls in the pointy 
in hisTreatiie dc Fanil . Human. Sclent . His words tranlla- 
ted, arc theft, tt Covetous Priefts and greedy Men fteking 
« matter of their Avarice, not by Wood & Stones oidy, 
w but by the Bones of the Dead alio, and Relicts of Mar* 
* tyrs have found means of Covetouiheis : they open the 
“ Graves of the Confeffors, they take out the Rcliques oi 
'» Saints, and do Sell a Touch, or Kifs of them And Dr. 
John Edwards, \n his Introdu&ion to the Rife Ptogrejs 
of Popery , fays, 44 The Priefts greateft Profits arife from the 
<c Dead : Theft bring in more gain than the Living An 
Ingenious Traveller, to the fame purpoft obferves, that in 
Italy the Dead Maintain the Living. The yaft Profit 
arifing to the fevcral Popilh Churches and Fraternities by 
thefc Relicts , have frequently occafioned long and lharp 

(Quarrels and La\v~fuits between the Merchants of thefe 
Wares, as well for the Property as the Poflcflkm of them 
Theft Contentions have been fo fierce, and the Parties con- 
cerned fo Obftinate in their ftveral claims, and often of tk 
letf fame Reliques, that they have not only Mangled, but at 
length made Monfters of theft *•>»**•» \ lome of their Saints 
having two Heads, others three Arms, and the like : 

much 
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much of the -fine Nature with their vile abufe ofthc 
concerning which Erajmus the Harbinger of th c 
Reformation, lays, * That if all the Fragments ©f Wood 
u lhown for the true Crofs ©rCHR IST were gathered 
* together, they would load a Ship Thus Mad are they 
upon their Idols. 

It is a forrowful thing, and even a Reproach to Chriftia- 
city, to find by Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, the Primitive Fathers, 
many of them at leaft, advancing fb much towards this Su- 
perftition, by their Exccflive Veneration for the Memory 
and Sepulchres of Martyrs and Saints, their too great Cre- 
dulity of what was reported of Miracles being wrought and 
Vifieat fden at their Graves : Even St. jiufiu hitideif has 
thefe words, u Who dare deny that G O D,by facred j4fl*cs y 
tt Bones, and the other Relkks of the Saints, works the 
M lame fort of Mirades^s were performed by Pauls Hand- 
“ kerchief, Eiijbas dead Body, (f c And Jerom , in the 

Opinion of pjrafmus, was very abaft vc to FigilaMius far 
oppofing the Honour paid to the R dicks ©f thc Saints. 
The Cloud indeed was then no bigger than a Mans hand* 
but in a few Ages it covered the Heaven with bhcfcnefit 
One of the firft Steps to this Superi&ion, was the Confi- 
crating the Places where the Martyrs, or any eminent 
Saints were buried, calling them Mtars. At thefe Altars* 
the Chriftians kept their Vigils • thither in the day tji^e, 
specially on let days, they would repair to .©lifer tbrir Sa- 
crifices, as they caDed them j that is Prayers, making Vows, 
Oblations, and even Celebrating the Sacraments : But this 

piece 
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piece of Devotion being found chargeable & troublefomc 
especially fox tliofe who lived at a didance \ they proceeded, 
to tranilate the Bodies of Martyrs & Saints, at lead fuch as 
they called fo, to their Temples, or built Churches for them. 
The Emperor Confiantine , in his devout Zeal, began this 
Pradice : for Jerom tells us, that he tranlported the Bodies 
of jindreiVs Luke and timothy to Conjlantinople : And the 
Emprcls Conftantia , as jfgrippa before-named tells us, lent 
to Gregory the Id. for the Head of St. Paul, or lomc part 
of his Body, to be Interred at St. Pauls Church in Conjtan - 
tinople . And the common People following thefe Examples, 
would not fuffer the Bones of the Primitive Saints to red 
in their Graves, but took them up, and carried them from 
Place to Place : and when they built & dedicated a Church 
to any of the Apodlcs, primitive Biihops, or other Mar- 
tyrs, if it were poffiblc they would get either the entire 
Body, or at lead foroc Member to be there Interred with 
great fokmnity, whatever it cod them : for the Original 
Owners & Poffcffors at length grew' lo Cunning, as to let 
a good Price upon thefe ***t«r« : in particular, as Ecclcfiafti- 
cal Hidory Informs us, St. jiufiins Body when tranflated 
from Hippo to Sardinia , was purchaied at a hundred 
talents of Silver , and a talent of Gold, which makes 
4°37i bounds Sterling Money *. 

• Tbit among other innumerable Inftances, is an Imitation of the Super- 
ftftion of the Jneient Romans, who frequently purchafed 8c tranflated 
Foreign Gods to Rome . The Statue of Jpollo was porebafad at 
L 1906s to ». SterL That of Mercury at / Jaap 31. 4 4, 
-dthuibnot'i Table* of Aotieot Coynes. 

This 
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This brought on thofc Superftitious PILGRIMAGES 
to JcrufaUm JRomC) Conftantinople, and other Holy Places, 
as they called them. 'Du Burnet in his Hiftory before- 
mentioned tells us, u That there were believed to be a bun- 
« dred thou fan d Pilgrims at one time on a Jubilee at the 
“ Tomb of fbomas Becket in Canterbury " 

The jth Council of Carthage , Canon the 4th. appointed 
exprefsly, w That no Altar fhould be built, without the 
w Relicks of fome Martyr \ And the Council of *frent y 
did in exprefs terms decree, a Such Pilgrimages to the 
a Sepulchers, and in Memory of Saints, to ask and obtain 
<< their Help, are Godly and Religious, and to be much ufed 
“ of Chriftians ” : and no wonder lince it brought in fb 
much Gain to the Crafts-men,for they took care to manage 
thefe Pilgrimages to great Advantage many ways,to mention 
but three. 

Firfty The Offerings made to the Shrine, and in Honour 
of the of the Place were very Valuable.^ Tie Author 
but now namedy in the fame Book, acquaints us. That' the 
Annual Oblations at Bechets Tomb amounted to near a 
thoufand Pounds Sterling j and that King Lewis the* fc- 
•venth of France came over in Pilgrimage to it, and offered 
a Stone reckoned to be the richeft in Europe : So that this 
Shrine grew to be of inestimable value ; for When it came 
to be broken by Henry the VIII. the Gold of it was ib 
heavy that it filled two Chefts, which took tight Meat a 
Pkcc to carry them out of the Church* 


Secondly* 



1 6 the Mersbandime of 

Secondly* These being as baa been obferved upon tbefe 
Solemnities, a great Concourfe of People, (feppofed to come 
from a principle of Devotion ) the Priefts bad a fine Oppor- 
tunity to put off their Purgatory Majis^ and other Popiih 
Wares, and even (breed the deluded Votaries to buy than. 

^thirdly, And to mention no more ; upon thefe Occafi- 
ons alio thefe Sharpers would ask slims for the Poat y am} 
then take it tor tbewfclves, under theNotion of their own 
Vow of perpetual Poverty. For thefe Redons this Superfti- 
tion became fuch a Nall mo t anger ^that Perfens have been 
gricv’oufly perfccuted,and even to death, for only declaring 
againft this Folly. 

Mr. Fax in his Martyrology gives many inftances of this 
kind. One William Sweeting put to death, for laying to 
his Wife, that it would be better for her to tarry at home* 
and attend upon her Bujiuefsjhan to go upon Pilgrimages. 
Jfabel Merwyn was alio put to death for frying, <5#* would 
go no more upon Pilgrimages while Jbe lived, for all 
Saints (frys ihe ) are in Heaven : with many others, as 
I find ’em cited by WUlet in his Synopfis Papifmi. 

I my felf being at Coruna in Spam in the year 1 6 py 9 
fan most than an hundred Men and Women palling thro’ 
that City on a. Pilgrimage, to* the Shrine of feme noted 
Rcmiilr: Saint,at two or three hundred Miles diftanoe from 
their own Habitation. , 

There is fearce a Church of any note or figure in all the 
Romiih Gountries,but pretends to have, and at proper felons 

to 
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to ixp ole the Re licks of fomc Saint $ 'and the Council of 
M'u.in preferibe certain Rites to be obferved in fhowing 
thole Retfcks, in order to excite the Faithful to the Vene- 
ration of them. * 

We have already noted, that the pretence of Miracles 
wrought, and Vifions feen at the Sepulchres of the Saints, 
was one thing that gave rile to this Superflition, and was 
ailedged by j the {tofnhQi Church in their JufHHcation : 
But lcaft thele forged Miracles, or lying Wonders Ihould 
Multiply too mtlch,~ the Council of Milan Ena &, . a That 
u there be no new Miracles Publilhed or Admitted, no 
Xi new Relicks received, without the Knowledge £C Appro- 
a bation of tb eBifbop ” ^ And the Council of Later an lays, 
“ It mult be- with the Authority and Approbation of the 
* Roman Pontiff”. That thele Relicks , or the moft of 
them were Counterfeit and Forged, is moft certain, and 
numbers of them have been det^fted and found to be the 
vileft of I^pofltftes, This' is/ a Fa& lo NotqriouSy that 
many learned well difpofed' Men of their own Church* have 
been alhamed of it : And therefore Pope Innocent the tbirc^ 
Decrees, That “ Prelates ftould not lqffcr tho£e who come 
“ to their Churches to Wofrlhip* ; to;; be; decked with, 
u and feigned Relkka, as the Cuftoiir haebeeq. hr dives* 
w Places for Lucre fake , Put alas* this Dec see figniikd 
little^ (bt Ds. Burnet in hi* firawis th^Pppea 

of the twe jaft Centuries, have Spcuug foch ^ 

Aides mtbe CkT ACt>MBS of-fyme^ tfmf 

Church with an inexhauftible MagjnliieofiflsM^a^ii « »•», 

D And 
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And Mr. Monroe y who likewifo was at Ronre y and view- 
ed thofcMortuary acquaints us, That feme Authors, 

cfpcdally the Advocates tor Relicks, will have them made 
by the Primitive Chriltians ; adding, That in the times of 
I execution they lived, held their AiTemblics, and laid up 
the Bodies of Martyrs and Confeflbrs in them. This, fays 
the fame Author, is the Account that prevails at Rome y 
and coniequent to it there are Men kept conftantly at 
work in them. 

As foon as thofe Labourers difeover a Repofitory, with 
any of the Marks of a Saint about it, Intimation is given 
to the Cardinal Trcafurer, who immediately fends Men of 
Probity and Reputation to the Place. Where they find a 
Palm Painted or Engraven, Or the Cypher X. p. which is 
commonly read, Pro Chrijio y ox a fmall round Projection in 
the fide of the Gallery a little below the Repofitory • what 
is within it, is carried to the Palace ( there to be diipofcd 
of for the beft advantage : ) Many of thefe Projections we 
have feen open with pieces of the Fiats in them : theGlafs 
indeed was tin&ured, and *tis pretended that in thefe Vials 
was conferred the Blood of the Martyrs, which was thus 
laid up nigh their Bodies towards their Heads,to drftingui/h 
them from thofe of the others that were not called to the 
Honour of laying down their lives for the Faith of the 
GofpeL But thia Opinion k learnedly and effe&ually re- 
futed as well by DhBurnet in his Travels bcforc-mcntion'd, 
Mr. Monroe , by Arguments and Authorities, too long to 
infcrtcd in this fifty. 

And 
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~ And fcmor Bene ini , a learned Bibliothecary at Rome t 
acknowledged to Mr. Monroe , that the lb famed Cypher 
X.p. pretended & infilled upon to be the Marks of a Martyr, 
was m ufe among the Ancients long before Chriftianity 
began. 

As to the Iniciiptions of fome Names at large, and 
Painting found in foipc of the Repofitories, a learned An- 
tiquary confelfed to Dr. Burnet , That the Names were 
Modern, and the higheft Antiquity that could be aferibed 
to the Painting was 600 Years : So that both thefe learned 
Travellers agree. That there is no proof, cither of the 
Cbriftians building thefe Catacombs , or of the Martyrs or 
Confelfors being buried there • and that if they were, 
it is impoflible to know and diftinguifli their Bones from 
others: And there-upon conclude, that thefe Catacombs, 
were firfk the burying Places of the Antient Romans , tho' 
afterwards fome Chriftian Bodies might be alio there laid 
up f. So that in all Probability the Bones even of the 
Roman S/a r jes 9 or at kaft thofe of the meaner Sort, arc 
now fet in Silver and Gold, with a great deal of other 
coftly Garniture^ and fent over the World,. to feed, a Super- 
ilitioa that is as Blind as it proves Expenfivc. 

It is very natural to fuppofe, That even among thefe 
Superftkious Worfhippers thcmfelvcs, feme would be. under 
a Concern leaft they fhould be miftaken in the ObjeHt'oi 


* Th lteTr ir ,fa *Z ^ °i >i J lion » Th « thefe Catacombs 

weie the Cara aud fiift Habitations ot the Jhtigintt of Italp 
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jthcir Dcrotion : Bat for the Eafe of fuefi fcrupuloif* flc>n. 
&iences,the Council of Milan declares, That “he is guilty of 
« jioSin that Worships the Relick of one Saint for another 
And to cpmplcat the Matter they fay, “ Tho' the Relicts 
* Worlhipped lhould appear to be no Saint at all, yet the 
Worfhippcr is innocent ”. Thus at length was this Myfle- 
xy of Iniquity finiflied. And thus File has Rome 
Popalfhax Mother of Harlots, made her felf with the Dead 
Redies of Men r and her ftately Temples, or Edifices, which 
ought to be Houfes of Prayer for the Reception and Enter* 

• tainment of true and fpiritual Worihippcrs, are like to 
Painted Sepulchres, full of dead Mens Bones , andallUn- 

. sleannefs , Mat. xxiii. 27. 

I now proceed to the fecond part of the Indiftment , viz. 
The Merchandize made by this Idolatrous Church of 
'Souls feparate from the Body, •*?**•». 

This I fhall comprehend under three heads, viz* 

1. Canonization . 

a. Vows. And * * 

3. Majj'es for Souls in Purgatory* . \ * 

/ 

1. Firjt* Canonization- The Canonizing of 
Saints » defined by Be liar mine, as he is quoted by Mr. 
Willet, to be tf The public determination and fentence of 

* the Church, whereby Men that are Dead are judged to 

u \c Saints , and worthy of Honour and Worfbip ; as to 

“be 
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« ^ pray*d onto, Templet and Altar$ to be let up in their 
« Names, Holy days to be appointed for them, and their 
« ^cliques to be Adored ” : And the fame Bellarmine fays, 
0 That it appertains only, to the Pope to Qononix* a Saint 
a f or the whole Church \ and that none ought to be ac- 
u jtnowlcdged for Saints, but they that arc fo Canonized 
# by him ; and that herein the Pope is of £o Infallible a 
“ Judgment that he cannot Err in Canonizing of Saints, 
“ becaufe that ordinarily none are Canonized which hare 
“ not been known to work Miracles The fame Bellar- 

m 

mine acquaints us, That Leo IIL was the firft Pope that 
Canonized a Saint. This blafphemoui Fowcr,, notwith- 
ftanding what Bellar mine pretends, was fo abufed at length, 
that fomc of the Vileft of Men were fci up for Saints, and 
Worfhipped accordingly. Even f homos Be eke l before- 
named, was Canonized by Pope Alexander, under a pretence 
that fome Miracles were wrought by him \ and the 
Name of the Cathedral Church at Canterbury , was alter'd 
from Chrtfi's Church to St. fhomas Becked* : And yet at 
the fame time, the Sorbonijls jj maintained in their Public 
Difputes, He was judly Condemned fir Rebellion : and 
therefore his Shrine was put down in the Reign of Henry 
VIII. and his Bones burnt by order of the Lord Cromwell . 
Agrippa before-named fays, “ There are many that held 
“ heretical Opini ns who were counted in the Canon of 
w Saints Monnave nt u re, who was guilty of Blafphemy 

I A Univcifity of Divines at Pariu 

in 
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in Afcribing the work of Salvation to the Virgin' Mary 
as may he feen in his Ladies Pfalter , is one of thcPopifh 
Saints. This with much more to the fame purpofc may be 
feen at large in the Synopjts Papifmi , before-mentioned. 

Nor is this Trade ot making of Saints yet given over : 
No Century palTes, but ieveral new Saints arc added to the 
Popilh Calender. And it is not to be fuppofed, that the 
Roman Pontiff will make fo valuable a Prelent as that of 
a new Saint, to any of the Churches or Religious Orders 
for nothing : This like the ancient Freedom among the 
Romans^ mull be purchafed with a great Sum. At the fame 
time, the Popes Brokers don't flick at the Price ; iincc they 
are fure of making their Money again of t^e Shrine, with 
great Advantage ; for as Dr. Edwards in his Treatifc of 
the Idolatry of the Church of Rome obferves, “ a new Saint 
w at firft, and fo for a confiderable time, gets the better of all 
<c the reft. D. A. Gavin before-mention'd fays, The Sum 
fettled by the Pope for the making a Saint is One hundred 
thoufand Crowns. 

a. Secondly . A fecond Branch of the Merchandize made 
by the Church of Rome of the Souls of Men, is the making 
and paying of V o ws to Saint s y or fuch as are Canoniz'd 
by the Pope. 

Having hinted at fomething of this Superftition already 
under the head of Relicks and Pilgrimages, I fhall fay the 
lcfshere ; not but that it very well deferpes to tc Infilled 
on, and Expofed. 


This 
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This piece of Idolatry is a Branch of that Adoration, 
which the Church of Rome fay is due to Saints in thefc 
words, “Vows may be made to Saints properly as unto 
“GOD, tho* not altogether in the fame tnanner M * And 
they are encouraged to that Degree, that contrary to all 
Laws Divine and Humane Husbands are deprived of the 
Power of hindering their Wives from making them. 

The Matter of thefe Vows is Various according to the 
Humour or Condition of the Perlons that make them* 
One will Vow to go a Pilgrimage to fbme Saint, or Holy 
Place : Another to enter into luch a Religious Society, or 
do fuch a piece of Service, for the Honour of the Church : 
Others again, to Offer a Sum of Money, or fuch a particular 
Prcfent to this or that Saint, Image, Society, or Pious ulc. 

And as the Making thelc Vows, is very much recom- 
mended by the Do&ors of the Romijb Church ; lb the Per- 
formance of them as rigidly Infilled on by the Confeffors> 
who to that end, diligently enquire, among other things, 
of the Perfons that come to be ConfeUed, What Vows they 
are under, and how they have been complied with • and 
thofe of them that arc not Originally for Money, may be 
changed into a pecuniary Muffle and fo made Merchandize. 

But we Hull fee a much greater Abomination than this;, 
in the Chambers of the Romrjh Imagery. 


3 . Thirdly 
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5. fhifjfc . £ proceed therefore to the third andlaft 
Branch of the Merchandize made of Souls departed by the 
Church of .Row, w hich I pro noted to ipeak to, viz-, the 
Redeeming Souls out of F u Ret aiory by the help of 
Masse*, Prayers and Indulgencies. 

This is generally reckoned to be the deepeft Corruption, 
and themoft profitable Invention that ever that Church 
was guilty of y and fo peculiar to Rome Papal y That Mr. 
JYillet obfcrves, No other Church in Chriftcsidom, cren 
the moll Erronious has ever taken it uy • And the Pro- 
phet’s Charge againft Idolatrous lfrael may be here fitly 

apply 'd, they have feparated the mfe Ives to that Shame *. 

* 

^ 4 

The Popes Purgatory, for fo it may properly be 
called, is Defined by the Romijb Church, to be “ a certain 

m * * ^ * 

“ Infernal Place in the Earth called Purgatory y in the which, 
“ as in a Prifon houfe, thofc who were not fully purged in 
H this Eife, are fully cleanfed and purg’d by fire, before they 
u can be received into Heaven 

It is not to be wondred at f that this Monftrc ftucfc fo 
long in the Birth : for tho* it was in a fort Conceived by 
the Monks between the Fourth and Sixth Centuries , and 
in the following Ages, formed and faihioned by the Rijbops 
and Popes of Rome ; yet it was not perfectly Delivered till 
the Year 1439 ? an< ^ then this Damnable Do&rine was made 
$n Article of Faith by the Council of Florence , and He 
was Curfod to Hell, jfrat did npt believe it, 

♦ Hof. ix. 10. 


In 
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In the next Century the Council of frent Eftablifhed it 
yet further. The Words of the ipth Article of the frent 

Creed are, « I do Stedfaftly Believe that there is a Pur- 
« gatory y and that the Souls therein detained are help'd by 
a the Prayers of the Faithful 

The third Canon of the Council of Trent, Anathema- 
tizes all thofe who lay, the Sacrifice of the Mcifs profits 
only him that takes it, and that it ought not to be offered 
for the Satisfaction of the Sins of the living 6t the dead* 
Bellarmine indeed tells us, That this Doctrine muff be 
underftood only of denial Sins, and not fuch as are Mortal) 
for the latter he grants lend Men to Hell dire&ly. 

One great Point yet remain'd y and that was to make this 

4 

wonderful Power of delivering Souls out of Purgatory, a 
Prerogative or Peculiar to the See of Rome y and fix it in 
the Pope y that lo the Profits might all centre with Him. 
Thereupon the Canonifts and great Do&ors of that Church 

declare, “ That Bifhops and other Infcriour Priefts cannot 
“ apply Indulgences to the Deed y it belongs only to the 
« Pope Among others Johannes Angelas affirms, 
u The Souls inPurgatory are under thePopes JurilHicUon 
and Father Alex under y in hisjthTome, Title Indulgences) 
fays, Non Vivis Solum fed etiam defun ftis profunt Indub 
gentia e Summo P o n t I f I c £, pro illorum leva- 
mine concejfa illifque fpeciatim applicates. 
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Thus the Romijb Church at length Eftablifhed the 
Do&rine of Purgatory in ail the feveral Articles of it. 
Having done this \ The next thing was to fet up a Trade 
upon this Foundation, and to make Merchandize of it, for 
that was the Main thing deligncd all along. Here-upon 
the Bifhops, Priefts and Religious of all Orders, were fet to 
work, to draw in the Superftitious People to Purchafe 
thefe MaffeSjPray ers,&* r. at fuch Rates, as they werepleafed 
to fet upon them, in order to redeem the Souls of their 
Anceftors, Children, and other Friends, out of Purgatory. 
This work was foon accompliihed, and the great Point 
quickly gained, thro* the Craft and Delufion of the Popes 
Agents : for the World in thofe Ages, as ’twas Prophecied, 
Wondered after the Be aft , and being given up ,Sacro-fan£fa 
Dei Ira, to ftrong Delulions, they believed Lies. The 
Merchants and Chapmen of Rome, like Locufts Swarmed 
all over the Chriflian World, and with the greateft Impu- 
dence, tho* under the Cloak of Piety and Compalfion to 
Souls, bartered away thefe Commodities, for that which 

was much better, Mcney, Lands, or any thing clfe of 
value they could get. 

This wretched Trade was carried on with fo much Fraud 
and Wickednefs, for fo many Ages, that ’tis impollible, as 
Bifhop Burnet obferves, to read the Account of it, without 
both Amazement 8c Indignation. And yet out of this very 
Eater at length there came forth Meat ; for the Infamous 
Sale of Indulgences from Pope Do the X in Saxony , was 

the 
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the very thing, which firft dilgufted Luther againft the 
Church of Rome , and happily engaged him in the G l O. 

rio.us Reformation. 

Our RngJiJb Hifiortes and Law-Books fumifh us with 
very Authentick Proofs and Inftances of the indefatigable 
Pains, infat iafcle Avarice, and vile Frauds of thefe Purga- 
tory Merchants. How they would Sollicit, and even 
fometimes Force Men and Women living or dying to de- 
vote or give away fuch a part of their Eftatcs for this Pious 
ufe of Redeeming Souls out of Purgatory f. This at length 
as an Ingenious Man obferves, infpired them with that In- 
human Cruelty and Barbarity as made them defire the 
Death of all Men. This Remark confirms that Latin Verfe 
quoted by the Famous John Hufs y in one of his Sermons^ 
fpcaking of the Avarice of the Prlefis y and the gain they 
make of Purgatory MaJJes, 

De Morho Me ileus Gaudet y de Morte Sacerdos. 

Nor were they kinder to one another ; for at the Death 
of Clergymen y tiie Pope challenged for himfelf All their 
Eftates that were railed out of the Revenues of the Church ; 

t The Popijh Synod held *t Dianper in India, Anno i S9 ( ) ambng other 
Decrees E'laits, ** Thtt all fuch as die wo»th 1000 Fmoim, and have 
** left nothing for a certain number of Purgatory Miffes, fhall ht\ r e fo 
*' much taken out of their Eftates before the Divifion among the Heirs. 
*' to be applied for the ufe aforefaid **. Dr. Gtddet Hifiory of that 
Synod, rag. 160. 

Ej 
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fo that a rich Clergyman cou'd no iooner fall Sick, but the 
Popes Collectors were gaping about him for his Goods, and 
fet Guards prefently about his Houle : That by this,BiJbops 
have been Deferted upon their Death Beds, and Famifhed 
for want of Meat to Eat *• 

Thefirft thing thefe Spiritual Favors laid their hands on 
for Returns to Rome, was the Money and Moveable frea - 
fin e of the Nation ; but they could not Hop here, they 
had their Eye upon the Solid Eftate of the Kingdom, in 
order to make a Land Bank of thefe new Bills : This alio 
( to the lhame of our Anceltors be it fpoken ) was loon 
effe&ed, and a great part of the lerre of England, be- 
llowed upon Religious Houles, or for fome Pious ufe, as it 
was called, upon no other Conjtderation , than a certain 
Number of thefe Indulgences for the Redemption of Souls 
out of Purgatory. This, Bilhop Burnet in his Expojition 
of the Articles of the Church of England N°- 22, fays, 
was exprefs’d in the very Deeds of theLand : And he further 
oblerves, that thefe Endowments thro* the Profufenels the 
World was then wrought up to by the Subtilty and vile 
Practices of the Romijh Clergy, incrcalcd to fo vaft a 
Degree ; that if the Parliament of England had not by 
fevcral Statutes of Mortmain retrained this crying A bulb, 
the very Conftitution of the Nation might in time have 
been lub verted, and the Temporaries wholly fubje&ed to 
the Spirituality , and in time the People have been all 

* Peter it Jibuti n io h ; * Tieatifc cf frftf U fur Rations, Book. 4. 

Tenants 
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Tenants or Farmers to the Clergy . For which Rcafon he is 
clear in the point ; That the States and Princes of Chriften- 
dom were at full Liberty upon the Dilcovery of thefe Im- 
pollures, to void all the Endowments that had followed 
upon them, and cither to apply them to better Ufes, or to 
reftore 'em to theFamilies from which they had been drawn, 
if that had been practicable, or to convert them to any 
other Ule. Thus that Learned Man. 

m , 

This Rule was notably put in Pra&ice by our King 
Henry the VUIth, with the Advice and Afliftance of 
thole two famous Worthies, Thomas CromWELL 
Earl of ElTex, and Arch Bilhop Cranmer. 

It mull be acknowledged, that thro’ the tender Mercy of 
GOD, when the Day Ipring from on high vilited fo many 
of the Nations at the Reformation, the Riches of this 
Merchandize we are treating of, in one Hour , as the Pro- 
phetical Phralc is, came to nought in the Protcftant Coun- 
tries • fo that no Man, /. e* no wife Man, no good Proteft- 
ant would buy of it any more, Rev . xviii. n. Yet alas ! 
there are Millions that continue, and it is to be feared 
willingly, to be impofed on and cheated with thcle Wares, 
even to this Day : for this is an Iniquity that will not be 
purged from the Romijb Church till She dye, 

* 

A Modern Traveller, in a Book Entituled, fhe Frauds 
of Romijb Monks and Priejis , Vol. I. Letter 5. informs 



£<> Merchandise of 

us, th*t the Society of the Souls in Purgatory b the moft 
general Confraternity of all their Religious Orders, as be- 
longing to all Churches, and to all Priefts as well Secular 
as Regular; and that there is never a Village in Italy, how 
fgjall and inconfiderable foever, which has not a Confrater- 
nity for the Souls in Purgatory. 

Among innumerable other Frauds committed by the 
Priefts in the Sale of thefe Mafles to the People, recounted 
by this Author, I fhali (ingle out One, and lo draw to a 
dole of the Diflertation. “ 'Tis a common Pra&ice, he 
u lays, when any one fends Money to a Convent for a 
4< Hundred Mafles, they content thcmlelves with Singing 
u One, with the Afiiftance of the Deacon and Sub- Deacon : 
“ ( 'tis the Prior or Guardian of the College that Sings ) 

<£ They call this, a Mafs Sung, a Solemn Mafs ” : and 

they maintain that One of thele Mafles is an Equivalent to 

a great Number of Common ones. This Stratagem they 
call, making a Redaction : And tho’ Pope Innocent the XI 
dilcOuntenanced this Pra&icc ; yet he and his SuccefTours 
Indulged them in another that ferves the turn as well, and 
that is Celebrating a Mafs or two , at a Priviledged Altar, 
which as Infallibly delivers a Soul out of Purgatory, as a 
ifhoufand at any other: ( this no Proteftant will deny ) But 
then thefe Privileged Altars are not obtained from the Pope, 
without great Sums of Money. Thus indeed the Pope has 
outwitted the Priefts ; but the Cheat is ftill the fame to the 
People ; for the Maxim of that Church is, Si PopuJus Kult 
dec i pi , decipiatcr. 
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Nor is this Merchandize of the Bodies and Souls of Men 
carried on only among the Romijb Countries in Eurbfe $ 
for the Merchants of Myftical Babylon are of late opening a 
Trade with thefe wretched Commodities in India , Chink , 
and other ends of the Earth *. How far they may fucccrf 
in their Millions, and deceive the Nations we know not : 
but would hope better things for them, and things that 
accompany Salvation j lince GOD has of late Years flirt'd 
up the Spirit of feme of the P rot eft ant Princes of Euro fey 
particularly the late King of Denmark ( to his Immortal 
Honour ) to Eftablilh a Proteftant Million at ranquebar y 
on the Coaft of Malabar in India y to bring thofc poor 
People to the Knowledge of the Truth, and the Obedience 
of Faith, that fo they may be Saved. 

And tho* the fir ft Worthies employed in this Pious 
Work, the Reverend and Excellent ZiSENBALQ and 
Grundler, ( slfoftoli nodrorum temforum ) are dead 
in the LORD, and reft from their Labours ; yet the Great 
LORD of the Harvefi has thruft forth other Labourers ; 
And we underftand by late Letters from thence, that the 
B felled Work is carrying on with great Hopes of Succefs. * 

Having now finilhed the Eflay I propofed, I fliaU difinifs 
it with the following R e F 1. E C 1 1 O N S. 

* See Dr. GtiJet'% Hiftory of the Church of Mdlahar. end Synod of 
Dtamptr $ and the curious sod edifying Letter* of tU Jefuitt from their 
Foreign Millions, Publ flied Jnno 1707. 

And 
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And 

*• F,r fi] The m ak ingMerch andize of the Souls &; Bodies 
of Men, gives us a Specimen of the Exquilitc Policy of the 
Church of Rome. Merchandizing has always been efteemed 
a Myftcry that required a great deal of Wifdom to manage 
ft to Advantage : Accordingly we read of the Prince of 
tyruSy that by W ildom and Underftanding in Traffick, he 
:got and incrcafed his Riches, Ezeh xxviii. 4, 5. There 
was fcarcc any Commodity then in the known World, but 
what the Merchants of tyre ( that great Emporium in her 
<day ) traded in, and enriched themfelvcs by • as we find at 
large in the Defcription of the Wealth and Trade of that 
City, Chap.xx.Yu. of the fame Prophet. But neither they, 
nor the wife Men of Antient Babylon y ever dreamt of 
making Merchandize of Ghotis and Dead Bodies : this 

was a Referve for Myftical Babylon y and is a Mailer-piece 
of Popery. 

The Princes & States of EuropCy with all their Wifdom^ 
find it difficult enough to raife and keep up their Revenues, 
by Taxes on the Polls and Ellates of their Subje&s w hile 
Living • but the Politicians of Rome * have found out 
Ways and Means for the railing incredible Sums of Money 
from the Dead y fufficient to maintain the Pope w ith his 
Cardinals, and other Ecclefiallicks in a Grandeur and 


? The haliant vtlee themfelvcs not a little upon theii Rtfinti Policy, 
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Luxury/equal, if not fupcciour, to the Richcft Court in 
Europe f. But then, 

a. Secondly , What an amazing Guilt muft the A port ate 
Church lye under on the account of thisMerchandizing the 
Bodies and Souls of Men ? If it be a great Impiety, as 
one obferves, to abufe Dead Bodies, efpecially in thofexhajr 
Believe and look for their Re£urre&ion ; how Aggravate 
muft this Iniquity be, when they are thus made the lnttru- 
ments ot Idolatry ? An high Affront of the DivineMajpfty^ 
much of the lame nature with what we find Idolatrous 
Jfrael charged in the days of Ezekiel , Chap.xtiii.7,8. Son of 
Man y the Place of my f krone, and even my Holy Name 
have they Defied, with the CarcaJJ'es of their Kings in 
their high Places . 

This great Abomination of the Romifb Church has been 
matter of Scandal to the Cbriftian Name and Religion, 
even among Infidels . A notable proof of this may be 
found in the I ft V ?/.of the curious Letters before-mentio- 
ned, pag. 40. Father A. Arnedo, a Spanifh Jefuit, in hjs 
Letter from Sinoa, dated July 1700, in the Account 
he gives of a Pcrfecution railed upon the Chriftians in 
Cochin-china, takes particular notice of the Treatment the 
King of that Country gave their Belicks ( of which iooj$ 
were entire Bones : ) The King taking thc& into hts dhands 
and ihewiog them to thofcof hi»Ck>unti% 

t JJf- Burnet, in bis Treitfft, B* Stdtm RhttueHtn et BeTdtgtntiun. ; 
Cby, 4. Jinking ^ibe ariOogtoge R*mfr Chmtk M 

-Jo&cine of PurgMtorj Sc Relit kt t calls it Hun fad 1*4 f U svU India ditier, f 
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“ ( fays he) how far thefe Chrifiians carry tbcir Impiety 
ft as to difturb the Bones of the Dead in their Graves, th^i 
41 which what can be more horrible ? Nor is this all, adds 
u he x for having reduced them to Towdcr, they afterwards 
ft mingle them with Potions, or elle make a Pafte of them, 
tc which they give to the People, and by this means En- 
* chant them to luch a degree as to run blindly after them, 
u and embrace their Doctrine *. 

And if we furvey the Merchandizing of Souls y what 
a Mils and Complication of Wickednefs do we find in it ? 
Let it luffice here only to take notice of the Fraud and 
Jnjuftice that runs thro' the whole. Hence it. is that in the 

Prophecy of the Apoftate Church, among other Crimes 
found at the Door of Myftical Babylon *, we read of her 
Theft i, Rev. ix. u. ,n the Plural Number, to 

fignify not only the Multitude of them, but the many and 
various ways the' Romijh Church has of defrauding and 
cheating the Nations. This particular Charge of the 
Holy Ghost, was Joubtlefs defigned to point out 
not 6nty the open Violence & Robbery of the Bilhops and 
Popes of Rome , in the Plunders and Depredations they have 
made on their Neighbours, both Princes and People, of their 
Civil Rights and Properties $ but likewise their Spiritual 
eind Religious Thefts, iHf may focatl ‘em' ; filch ‘as their 
Ss erilege Si tho;>y y the Infamous Sale of tbcir ' Portions 
and Indulgences^ and in an *fpecial manner .this Merchan- 
dizing the Bodies and Souls of Men : Eyery Penny railed 

tha* 
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that way, being a notoriousViolation ofthc Big hihCornmand- 
thent , and their Temples or Churches , where this Traffic*: 
is in 'a great itteafurc carried on, thereby readied Dens -of 
fbieves—** .. . , ^ ; ■; 

t __ ‘ ** 

i : r ; . • - ■’*! < • •>- . \ 

* fj. thirdly, How clear and strident does' this Merchant 
dizing the Bodies and Souls of Men, among other Proofs} 
make it, that the Rmijh Church, with the Pope at the 
rtead eff it, is if bat Man of Si**, theft ''wicked one', 'that 
twas 'to be revealed, of whom tftc Apoftle in his Y rophecy > 
of the great Apoftrcy of the Chriftian Church gives fo large 
and particular an Account in his ad. Epift. to the fhefi ik 
Chap.*— Our Proteftant Divines are generally agreed, t^at 
by the Man of Sin here ipoken of, we are not to under ft and* 
as tlie Papifts would have -us believe, a fngle Perjon, but a 
Compares of many, ora Syftem of Men either Exifting to* 
gether,or Succeeding one another. Now among otherSigns 
or Indicia of this Man of Sin or Antichrift, here fet down 
by the dpoflle, we are told, That bis coming Jbould be with 
all Dec eiv able nefs of Unrighteoufnefs «* *n*r* Tk c 

Omni Fraude Injujlitix , as one of the Criticks has it j 
Fraude omnis Generis , all kind of Deceit, as another. 
Iniquitas Jed My ft tea ,i.e. Pie tat is nomine Pal Hat a ; fo the 
ordinary Glois expoundeth the Place • an Iniquity indeed? 
bat My/ticdl cloaked with the name of Piety : Bezel has itf 
Omni. Se duB tone Injujiitia , Injuftice carried on with Sub* 
tilty ; Unrighteoulnels covered over with Art: or as the* 

ddpoftle elle where exprefles it, the hidden* things. of Dijhtofri 
ofo, 2 Cor. iy. 2. 

F 2 «ow 
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How* exa&y does the Prafti ce of the Romijfy Chuycfi 
expofed in the EiTay, anfwer this Prophecy of the Apoftlc ? 

Bor thof this Merchandhriiig the Bodies tC Souls of Mesu 
be notorioufly wicked, the Gain of it difhonefty sod. the. 
Buyers*cheated & abufed ; yet 'tis ah difguifed an d covered 
over with a pretence of Piety, Religious Worfhip, and the 
frying of Souls. 

e * 

f ' 

i Corollary* Hereupon we fbould never fpeak or think, 
of Popery without an holy Indignation and Abhorrence* 
If he that touched a Dead Body, by the Lcvittial Law 
became unclean Seven days* how putid and ioathfbme muft 
Myfiicai Babylon be at this day, who for fo many Ages has 
been defiling herftlf (in a much worfe ftnft ) with the 
dead Bodies and Bones of Men? Again, If Truth and 
Juftice in Trade give Honour and Reputation to the Mer- 
chant, and on the other hand Fraud and Cauzenagc in 
Dealing render Men Vile and Odious ; how deteftable muft 
Popery appear in the Eyes of all Juft and Good Men, and 
the Apoftate Church be avoided as a common Cheat ? 

a Corollary* With what Difilain fhouM the Propofal 
of an Union between Pratejiants and Papifis be rejeded on 

Our Part ? ft is indeed very ftrangc. That ever any Pro- 
teftants ( if they may be called fb,) and fbrne of 'emDivinca 
too, ihould projed fuch an Union, and argue for it, as a 
thing both Poflihle and Lawful Sure, if theft haodiceans 
had thorowly confidered the Nature of that Idolatry, which 

the 
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the Romijk Church (lands Convi&od of, and hour abioiute- 
iy inconfiftent with the Fundamental Troths of tht Gofpd 
her other damnable Do&rines and SopcrlUdona ate ; they 
had never thus fiaduated between the two Religions, Of 
as the ficrod Phrafc is, Halted between Pwo Opiates*. 
A Communion of JLight with Darkneis, or a Concord 
|>etwctn Christ and Belialy may as ioon be 
pc&ed, as a Union between Protefiants and Pap tils, §6 
loog^as they adhere to their reipedive Principles and Wor- 
ship *. Very awful and decifivc arc thofe Words of the 
third Angel y Rev. xiv. p. and foflowing Vcrfes, If any 
Man Worfbip the Beafiy and his Image % and receive his 
Mark in bis Foreheady or in his Handy the fame fbali 
drink of the Wine of the Wrath of G OD, and the Smoak 
of their torment afeendetb up for ever and ever • Upon 
which Piaee Mr. Durham , that judicious Expofitor, lays 
down this After lion, w That a Papifl living and dying 
« c according to the Complex Principles of the Do&rine and 
u Worfhip that is followed in Popery, cannot be Saved, nor 
44 cxpe& Juftification before GOD ^ 

4. Fourthly\ Wc hence learn, what bmrtifh FoUy and 
Infatuation, even Nations may be Guilty of, if GOD 
leave 'em to Walk in their own Ways. It is indeed a very 
Amazing thing, and what the Heavens may be aflonifhed at? 

* * ‘ * * 

* (hUUmfalmt io kit LeHei to the Walden fet, »akei tke fame Parallel, 
lahigti 1900 it Fvttn'* Hiioiy of the Old W aldewfcs. 

That 
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That not. oolj' . the Common People of ib' many ^Polite 
jNaticta5, ( as France, Spain, and Italy, with a great Part 
oil Germany, &c. ) but their Princes and Nobles, their 
jftjje Men and Scholars, their Rich .and Great. Men, lhould 
for fo many. Ages, one after another, fuffier themfeivesto bft 
thasgrofly GuU'd and Abufcd, and ndt fee thro* the Chdt 
to this day : or to ule the Prophets . Phrafc ( in the likb 
oft ) that they fhoqld fo long feed ofjfoes, and potfy 
Able, to. deliver; their. Soul, or fay* \s-tfere not 4 Jyednmf 
right } hand, IfaL xliv. 20 u Eu l quo Delujio' Rom^ 
Gentes perduxit miferas ! But. the Apoftlc has accounted 
for this very ^ thing, in his Prophecy and Defcription of 
An^-chrift, or the Man of Sin, 2 fhef iu ic, 1 1. Be can fa 
ibty. received not 4 he 'Love of the truth, that they might 
pe> fuved, and had Pleafure in Unright eoufnefs \ jor this 
caaje GOD Jball fend them Jlrong Dehjtons that the 
flonuld believe a Lye. 

< . * ' * 

Corollary . How great and diftinguifliing then was the 

Mercy of G O D to thofe Nations of Europe f who were 
deliver'd from the damnable Deluiions of Popery, at the 
time of the Blessed Reformation. Thecyer- 
lafting Gofpel indeed, according to the Villon of John the 
l)/^w,Rev.Chap. xiv. was then preached byOne Angel after 
another f , to every Nation and Kindred, and Tongue, and 

f By ihofe A NO E LS*Mr Durham and many otherExpofitors nnderftand. 

Lutbcr, Zntnglius t Mclawftbvn, Juflwt Stows. Cgt9lajtadius t StC' wh^ fi ft 
began to preach up theNecefliijr of a Reformai#on ithia Work ws$ 
moie folly afterwards joyntiy profecuted by Calvin , Btza, Pcttt Martyr , 
Jtucer , Juniu* t and Oibers. 


Pennlo 
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People, that dwelt on the Earth, ( /. e. throughout all 
Cbriflendom ; ) but, alas ! they did not all obey the Qofpel> 
tnd come out of Babylon : Britain, Holland , a great 
part of Germany and Switzerland, with Geneva, Sweden, 
Denmark, and lome other Countries were tak^n, whil^ 
france, Spain, Italy, with the greateft part of Germany,' 
and many other Nations were left to wallow in the Filth 
and Mire of Popery, and are perifhing in AntichrifHan 
darknefs even to this Day. Doubtlefs, theje were many 
things in Providence that concurred with, and were fubfer- 
vient to this Dilcriminination or Severance which the Go£ 
pel then made among the Nations \ but finally the Rcalon 
of ft muft be refolv'd into the good Pleafure and Free Mercy 
of G O D. w How comes it ” , lays a great Divine * , 
lt That this IJland, meaning Great Britain, glorias in a 
Reformation, and Spain fits ftill in Darknefs ? Is it, bc- 
" caufe we were better than they, or lels engag’d in Anti- 
d chriftian Delufions ? by no means : No Nation in the 
u World drank deeper of theCup ofAbominations than thisj 
4< and therefore no otfier Account can or ought to be given 
u of thisDifpenlation than what purple fled. Saviour renders, 
u i*orthe hiding the iiyft' eiies of Salvation from feme, and 
<c revealing them to others, Even fo F a t H e R, for Jo it 
feemed gpod in thy fight ^ 25, 26 


t* 
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* Dr. Owtn, in a Sermon Intituled' A Ktjion of Vn'ieegtnhU fit* Mtuy* 

' j. Fifthly* 
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5. Fifthly y We may hence fee fomething of the Glory 
of the Spirit of Prophecy, and the Divine Original of the 
Apocalypfe, in revealing this Myftery of Iniquity 
( treated of in the Effay ) fo many hundred Tears before 
ever it appeared The Prc-vifion and Revealing of 
future Events, more elpecially the Times and Changes that 
ere to pafi over the Church of GOD, and among the 
Nations, long before they come on, is a Prerogative, 
^hich the Omniicient GOD appropriates to Himlelf, in 
very awful terms, Ifa. *li. a 3. Shew the things that 
an to come hereafter , that we may know that ye are 
gods. Chap. xlvi. y, 10. / am GOD , there is none 
like me y declaring the End from the Beginnings and 
from antient Times the things that are not yet done — * 
John’s Baniflunent into Patmos y is generally placed in 
the XlVth. Year of the Emperor Domitian y which 
falls in with the Year of our Lord yd : And yet how 
plainly and exprefly does that Spirit who fearcheth all 
things, yea the deep things of GO D, fhew unto his 
Servant John this Merchandizing the Souls and Bodies 
of Men, which as we have obfciVd, was not fully com- 
pleated till the 1 jth Century : Bat a fhoufand Tears arc 
as a Day with the LORD, and accordingly the Event 
dxa&ly anfwcr’d the Prophecy* 


6 . Sixthly, 
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6. Sixthly , This Merchandizing the Bodies & Souls Pf 
Men fhows, Of what abfolute Neceffity it is for Churches 
and Chriftians, to make the WoRD°^ ^ 

Rule of Faith and Worfhip. 

The early Degeneracy and after rfpofta'cy of the Chriftian 
Church, has been all along matter of Wonder, and is not 
eafily accounted for. The Primitive Fathers in the Wrifi 
ings they have left us, complain of Pride, Covetoufnels 
and Ambition, efpecially in the Bifhops and Pallors, as the 
great Caufe of it : But by the bell Judgment I can make 
from the nature of the thing it felf, and the Hiftory of 
Ihofe times, no one thing proved of fuch fatal Confequence 
to the pure Faith and Worlhip of the Primitive Chriftians, 
as their fwerving or declining from the SCRIPTURES, 
and not continuing (tedfaftly in the Jpoftles Doflrine. 

Had the Churches been mindful of the Words Ipoken to 
them by tire Holy Prophets* and of the Commandment 
of the • Apoftlcs, and touched every new Do&rine and 
Ritual* by the lutw and the fe&hmny \ they had not been 
lb eafily impofed on by thofe falle Teachers ( that arofc 
quickly after the .Death of the Apoftles ) Men that Cor- 
rupted the .Word of GOD with their own Inventions 
and bold Additions : and great ftrefswas laid on Traditions, 
pretended. to be from the Apoftles; fp that at length the 
Church forfbok the Guide of her Youth, and then no 
wonder her Houle inclined to Death, and her Paths to the 
dead. A multitude of Errors and Supcrftitiotis, one after 
another, ( and among the reft, the Popifli Relicks and 

G Pilgrimages, 
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Pilgrimages, with the curfed Do&rine of Purgatory treated 
of in the Eflfay ) crept in and deftroyed the Purity and 
Power of that Faith ScWorfhip once delivered to the Saints, 
Thele things were firft introduced and managed more 
Covertly, by Men of Subtiky and Defign, that walked in 
Craftinefi and handled the Word of GOD deceitfully 
Lut afterwards the Bilhops of Rome carried the work on 
more openly , and with the utmoft Impudence, alTuming to 
themlelves and their Councils, the foie Power of Judging 
what, or which was Scripture, and accordingly took upon 
them to alter and to amend the Scriptures ; and deter-* 
mined that the Scriptures were not fufficient without 
Tradition, and that Apoftolical Traditions were of equal 
Authority with the Writings of the Apoftles: And yet 
all this would not lerve the turn, fo long as the Fountain 
was kept open, and Chriftians could have recourfe to the 
BIBLE, and thereby difeern the vile Abules put upon 
them. And therefore in order to compleat the Ruin of 
the Primitive Faith and Worftiip, the Romijb Church at 
le igth took away the Key of Knowledge, and forbid the 
Jommon People the Reading of the Scriptures, upon 
this falle Principle ( among others ) that Ignorance is the 
Mother of Devotion f. 


The Council of Tbeloufe, Anno 11*9. Striftly forbid the Laity the 
Ufe of any Books of the Holy Scripture, except the Pfalmt, and they are 
forbidden in the Vulgar Tongue. Howelt View ©f the Pontificate 
At this day in Spain* Portugal, Italy* and fome other Popiih Countries 
(where the Merchandize of Bodies an d Souls is principally carried on) 
a Lay mao caonot have a Bible in his Houfe without a Licence from 
the Bifhop, or Parilh Pfitft Intyarn, very few of the Clergy have the 
Bible in their Houfcs ; and in General, They call if* a Book of Hetefies. 

Gavin. 

Thu 
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This great Iniquity of the Church of Rome y has been 
matter of Offence to fome, even of their own Communion > 
Particularly the famous Father $usfnel y who in his ad- 
mirable fhefes, publifhed about twenty Tears finer, with 
great Earneftnefi;, declares againft forbidding Chriftians thd 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures, efpecially the Gofpel, or 

keeping it clofc and bound up in an unknown Tongue* 
as a moft heinous Sin. His Phrafe in Englifh is, “ That 
<1 they who are Guilty of it, do in effect fhut the Mouth 
« of CHRIST againft the People ” But this with 
many other Orthodox and Pious Tropofitions were Con- 
demned at Rome , by the Bull Unigenitus } that makes fijeh 
an Eclat in France^ at this Day. 

T ihall now conclude the whole with this one Remark 
That nothing Contributed more to the BlcITed Reformation 
from Popery, than the Tran fating and Printing the 
Bible in the leveral Languages of the Nations *, and 
Reftoring the free Ufe of the Scriptures to the People. 
And, as One of the Main Bulwarks of the Proteftant 
Churches, is their Declaring the Scriptures to be not only 
a fufficient, but the only Rule of Faith and Worfhip ; 
fo we may humbly Hope, That while they walk according 

* Before the Invention of Printing, which was about Jnito 1430. 
a Bible writ fair on Velum or Parchment ccft 400 Crown? 5 and upon 
the fiift Imprcflion, they were Sold for Four Crowns a piece, and at 
length for One. See-tbe PbHofopbical TtanfaSion*, and Brandi's Hiftoir 
of the Rtf ot nation in Holland. 
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to this Rule, under the Care and Leading of the Great 
ojjepherd, they will be kept from Falling, and preferred 
Blamelefs to the coming of our Lord JesuS 
CHRIST, to whom be Glory for ever, and ever, AMEN* 
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[ To fill up the Page . ] 

The Emperor Frederick, about the Year 1130, wrote to 
Pope Gregory the 5>th,who was infamous for his Muithers, Avarice 
and Tyranny, thele two following Lines ; 

Roma Jit* titubans longis Error ibus a 61 a 
Corruet , et Mundi definet ejje Caput. 


$eza'% Epitaph upon Luther. 

Roma Orbem dopiuit, Romam fibi Papa Jubegit , 

Viribus ilia fuis , Fraudibus ifte fuis : 

Quanto ijlo major Luther vs, major et ill*% 

Ilium ilhmque uno qui domuit Calamo 1 
J nunc, Alcidem memcrato Grecia mend ax, 

Lvtbiii ad Calamum ferrea Clava nihil. 
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ANAR G U M E N T 

To Prove r 


That MANY others, befides’CALEB & Joshua 

Might enter into Canaan 

Who were Twenty Years old at the Coming out’ of Egypt; 

An BXERCITATION 

On 'Numbers XIV from the 21 to the 30 V. and the 
Reference thereto, in Chap . XXXII. 10, n > 12. 
which runs thus • And the LORD'S Anger was kind- 
led the fame time y and he Swarc, faying. Surely none 
of the Men that came up out of ./Egypt, from Twenty 
Tears old upwards Jhall fee the LAnd which T 
Sware tp Abraham,/*? Ifaac, and to Jacob, Becaufe they 
have not wholly followed Me • faVe CAL i ff, the Son 


of Jephrinneh' the Kenezite , and J OS h U a, the Son 
o/$ian, for they have wholly 

V .? ft. * .. . » Jr. / j Ji . * ‘‘.ii * '[t * . \ > A 

, - * V W A * # V > i <■ / u 

• f 

‘ f * * f . . 

T he common Opinion frbm thefe two Patfages, ahd 
fome other Places to the fame purpofc is, That hot 



) were permitted tp 
Opinion has prevailed fo much and io long, that even lome * 

Learned Men h^ye received it, particularly the Author of 

f '"' k ’ * ' ’ * * ‘ 7 Ili sV ^ .' 



4 ^ An Exercitation, 

the Chronological Cwnefdionjin Monfieur Saurirfs DilTcrta- 
tions, on the Pent ateucb.Voll. p. 3j S. and Dr. IT. Sherlock, 
ih fiis Tceatife of the Immortality of the Soul : Tho r with 
this Difference, That the latter fays it only Obiter, or by the 
by ; Whereas the former, does it de Indujlria , , of fet p Ur . 
pofe, and goes into a Miftake ( as I apprehend ) conccrhing 
the Age of Eleazer thePrieft. But of this, I lhall take 
Notice in the Conclufion of the ftxercitation. 

In order to Corred the general Opinion above-mentioned, 
and to fet that matter in a full & clear light, there needs no 
more than a careful Comparing the follow ing Places, viz. 
Numbers the I, Chap, from the 44 to the 4^ V- and Num- 
bers the XIV Chap. V. ay. and fo on ; Numbers XXVI 
Chap. V. 3, 51, 62, and fo on ; II. Chap, of Deuterenomy , 
14,1 j, 16. V 4 JoJbua V. 4 & 6 verfes • By which it will 
appear, , 

Firft, That in the two famous Mufters of the Children 
of Ifrael from twenty Years Old and upwards, the Levites 
or the Tribe of Levi , were not numbred. 

As to the firft Mufter Recorded, Numbers Chap. I, They 
only, were to be numbred, that were able to go forth to 
War : Now the Levites w-rc never reckoned as Part of 
the Militia ; and verfe 47, It is exprefly laid, the Levites 
were not numbred among them \ and the fpecial Reafon is 
given in the following verfes. This firft Muftcr was made 
at Mount Sinai by Mofes and Aaron, in the Second Year 
after their coming out of A gyp, and referPd to in Exodus 

XXXVIII Chap, verfe And' in the fecond Muftcr, 

*0 * * # 

which 



on Numb. 33 V. ai~30. 4^ 

which was made by Mofes and EJea#er y in the Plaint of 
Moab) Thirty-eight Years afterwards, we find the fame Li* 
mitation and Exception, Numbers XXVI. a. and in the 
61 verfe. For they ( i. e^ the Le vires) were , not nuns • 
bred among the Children of Ifrael , becaufe there was no 
Inheritance given them among the Children of 1 ft ael : 
For they only were to be numbred of the Congregation 
of the Children of Ifrael, to whom the Land of Canaan 
was to be divided for an Inheritance, as in verfe 53. 

It is' very plain from the Places before cited, That as in 
the terrible Comminution of Dying in the Wildernefs, and 
being Excluded from Canaan , recorded in the XIV Chap j 
fb in the awful Execution of that Sentence recorded in the 
XXVI Chapter, the two laft verfes, the Lsvites were not 
included. 

To begin with the Sentence in the XIV Chapter \ more 
efpecially thole words in the apth verfe. Tour Car caffes 
Jball fall in this fVtldernefi, and all that were numbred 
of you according to your whole number from twenty Tears 
old and upward., which have Murmured againll Me , Jball 
not come into the Land, 6Cc. Can any thing be plainer, than 
that the Perlbns Cunvift and Condemned were only thole 
that were numbred from twenty Years old and upwards* 
( viz. by Mofes and Aaron \ ) and was there One Levitt 
amongft them ? 

And the matter is full as clear after the Sentence waa 
executed, Chapter XXVI, and the two lait verfes : But 
among thefe there was not a Man of them whom Mofes and 

Aaron 
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Aaron the Prieft nmabred, when they immbred the Chil- 
dren of Ifraslin the Wildernefsof Sinai. For the 
LO RD bad faid ofT H £ M, they /ball furely dye in the 
Wilder nefs, and there was not left a Man of Them* 
fares C a i*e A the Sen of Jepbunneh, and J o s H u a the 
Sbn . of Nun . Thus the JLxecution anfvvcred exactly. the 
Sentence 3 All thofc, and they oiily, were Executed that 
had been Condemned , For the Judge of all the Earth will 

do right.. : . . : ■■ ...... : .... 

? Here alfo may he fubjoyned thc before cited, Deuterono- 
my, Chap. II. rer&s 14, 15, 16. And the fpace in which 
we came from Kadejh Earnea, until we were come over 
t he Brook Zeredy was t hirty and eight Tear s, until all the 
(Generation of the Me n Of W a r v were wafted out 
from among the Hoft , as the LORD Sware unto them ; 
for indeed the Hand of the LO R D was again ft them to 
deftroy them from among the Hoft until they were con- 
fumed \fb it came to pafs, when all the Men o f W A R 
were confumed and dead from among • the People , 
'Thefc words are fo plain in favour of the LeviiesfhiX they 
need no Commentary or Inference. 

Upon the whole, it can by no tneans be maintained, That 
ho other Men entred Canaan that were twenty Years of 
Age at their coming out of AF-gypt, lave Joshua and 
Caleb, as the Learned Author of the Chronological 
Connexion, 8Cc. afierts. All that can be fafely laid is, That 
of 603556 effeftive Men of the Age of twenty Years and 

upwards, that were Polled at Mount Sinai by Mofes and 

Aaron , 



on Numb. XIV. ai— -30. 4^ 

yfaron, in the fecond Year after their coming out of sEgypt, 
▼iz. of the Tribes of Reuben, Simeon, Judah \ IJfachar , 
Zebu Ion, Ephraim, Manajfeb, Benjamin, Dan, JJhur 
Gad and Napthali, none of this mighty Hoft went into 
Canaan , but J o s H u A and G A LE B* TheCarcaflcs of 
all the reft fell in the Wilde rneft. 

As to the Tube of L E v 1 , or the Levites, their Sum 
or Number, was taken twice. In the Firft Poll, * all the 
Males of a Month Old, and upward, were counted, in order 
to make an Equivalent for all the firft born in JJrael : This 
firft number o fLevites amounted to 22000 ; Numbers* 
Chap.III. The fecond Poll of this Tribe, was of Men fit for 
the fervice of the 1 tabernacle , vir. between the Age of 
Thirty and Fifty, and amounted to 8 j 8 o, Chap . IV. Thefc 
Numbcrings,fbr what appears were Contemporary with the 
firft General Numbring of the Children of JJrael : If fb,wc 
can't allow lefs than 10000 Men of the Tribe of Levi, of tba 
Age of twenty Years and upward at the time of the fatal 
Sentence aforefaid j for that was pafs’d in the lame Year 
the Children of Jfrael were firft numbred ; fo that it is not 
only confident with the iacred Hiftory,but highly probable 
that even thou funds of LE v 1 tes of the Age of twenty 
Years and upwards, at the time of the Children of Ifraels 
coming out of ALgypt, went Triumphantly into Canaan 
with JOSHUA and CALEB. 

I Hull now Confidcr, and Anfwer the two principal 

Places relyed on, in favour of the common Opinion. 

H Z The 



/ The firft is Number* XIV, v. 1. ALL the Children 
rf Ifrael Murmured againfi Me/es, &c. Vcrfe 10. ALL 
the Congregation bud Stone them with Sterne* ; And verft 
%u Recaufe AL L thefe Men which have feet i my Ghry * 
Us, f rely tbeyjballnet fee the Land, fitc. From hence 
it is argued, That the Levites were part of the Congrega- 
tion, and fo among the Mumarer * , tad therefore came 
tinder the Sentence of Exclufion as well as the reft. 

To this it is Acfwered, 

*. <fol. 1. That the whole Chapter being taken togethev 
(# it ought ) 'twill ' appear, who the Murmurers, or Mu- 
tineers were : For tho' in the 17th. vcrfe it be laid, I have 
heard the Murmuring* of the Children of Ijrael, Indefi- 
nitely $ yet in the a^th vcrfe,we have plainly a Reftri&ion} 
for the Words ar v,Tour Carcaffes Jball fall in this ffilder- 
nefsy and all that were numbered of you, 
according to your whole number from twenty Tears eld 
and upward, which have murmured againfi mc> &c. So 
that if GOD hfrnfelf, who was the Judge, charged the 
Mutiny or Murmuring only upon thole that were Num- 
bered in the firft Mufter by Mo/e* and Aaron at Mount 

Sinai, viz. from twenty Years old and upwards ; who lhall 
charge it upon the Levites, who were not in that Roll ? 

1. It is plain from the Hiftory, that the Evil Report 

brought of the Land of Canaan by die Spies, or thole 

Men 


on Numb. XIV. 11-^30. 

Men that were lent by Mofts to fearda out the T atpA^ was 
the next and great Qccajkn of that Murmuring and Mu~ 
tiny of the Children of Jfraely which excluded them the 
promis'd Land : Now the Tribe of Levi had no Reprefen- 
tatrx among tbofe Spies, as may be fecn at large id the 
XUI Chap* of .Numbers, where the Spies and the fev erat 
Tribes they were ’’efpectir&ly taken from, ate expret'd by 
Name. Ana therefore, however it might Fare with any 
particular Levite ( if any fuch there were ) concern'd in 
that Rebellion, yet the Tribe of Levi, as a Tribe, could 
not in juftice fall under the terrible Sentence of Exclufion. 
In like manner, had the Tribes of Judah and Ephraim 
diftinguifhed themfelvcs on this Occtfion, and Rood by the 
Report of Caleb and JoJhua , who were lent and inftru&cd 
by them, it is probable they had likewife been Exempted • 
but inftcad of that, the Principals of thefe Tribes, vim* 
Judah and Ephraim , bafely deferted them, and turned , 
over to the other Ten Spies , and therefore were juftly 
involved in the fame common ruin. 

3. Befides which, it is very unlikely, that the Levites 
who had but a little before, viz, in the Builnefs of the 
Golden Calf, diftingtfifhcd themfelvcs from the Reft of the 
Congregation, by appearing with Mofes On the LQRD^ls 
fde\ or as the Erprtffion isj Confect ated themfelvcs ttuc 
day uhto the LORD, and thereby obtained a JHfoffiftg > 

I fay it is very unlikely, that they fhooid* fb food' after 

page in thisMutiny,and be found among *hcMnrikufere% 

H a cfpecialiy 



ja, jin Excr citation,. 

efpecially if it be confidered, what Mofes fays of that Tribe 
in his laft Blcfling, Deut. XXXIL p. They, have obferved 
tty Word, and kept tty Covenant * 

# ,* 

Ih The other Place that is, or xi ay be infilled upon, 
is Numbers XXXII. 10, n, is. jind the LO RD $ s 
jdnger was kindled again the fecond time , and He 
Swear, faying, 2c c.. 

Sol. 1. To this I Anfwer,That Mofes here plainly Alludes 
to the XIV Chapter, where the matter is Recorded a t 
large, and where it is Evident, the Cpmmination was point- 
ed only at thofc that were numbred in the firft Muften 
vix. at Mount Sinai ; and according to the Rule given to 
us by Divines, for the Interpretation of Scripture, This 
Reference, or Abridgment muft be explained and governed 
by the Text and Hiftory at large in the XIV Chapter, and 
not that by this ^ fo that what lias been faid already on the 
XlVth Chapter , will ferve for an Anfwcr to tin's, 

a. Befides, If, the 13 verfe even of this Context 
be well confidered, which runs thus, jind the LORD * s 
finger was kindled againft Jfrael , and He made them 
wander in the Wildernefs forty Tears , until all the Ger 
iteration that had done Evil in the fight of the LO R D 
was Confumed ; and compared with the other parallel 
Places before-mentioned 3 and efpecially that of Deute- 
ronomy IL 14, 15, 1 6 ; It will appear that the 

Gene- 
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Generation that did Evil in the fight of the LOR Z>, and* 
were confumed, as noticed in the XXXII Chapter of Ntuk~ 
berSy were the Generation oft he of War, againft whom 

the Hand of the LORD was, and who dyed, and were 
confbmtd, as the LORD Swear unto them : Thus Mofes 
himfelf explains it. And JoJbaa after the death of Mofts, 
gives the lame Account of this Matter ; Jofbua V. 
4 & 5. All l bo People, that came out of j&gypt, 
that were Males , even all the men of war. 
dyed in the Wilder nefs • and more fully in the 6 verfe > 
For the Children oflfrael walked forty Tears in the Wil- 
der nefs, till all the People that were Me a of War which 
came oat of sEgypt were confumed , becatife they obeyed not 
the voice of the LO RD: unto whom the LORD f ware 
that he would not Jbew them the Land which the LORD 
J ware unto their Fathers that He would give us, a Land 
that floweth with milk and honey . 

I come now to take a brief Notice, ofth o Mi flake I 
hinted at, touching the Age 61 Eleazer the Prieft. 

•• . t ' 

The Author of the Chronological Connexion, before- 
.mentioned, Affirms that Eleazer and Ithamar Sons of 
Aaron could not be twenty Years old at the coining out 
of AEgypt* The truth of it is. He that will Aifert, that 
every Man of the Children of lfrael that capie out of 
AEgypt at twenty Years of Age. ( fave CALEB and 
Joshua) dyed in the Wildernefi will be under a Ne- 

ceffitX 
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ceffity of&ymgr*hatELEAZER wax under twenty Yeas, 
*ftea be came out of Egypt : For it t&inoft certain, that be 
went into Canaan with Joftma. But kt us a fitfleExamijip 
the patticuUx Cafe of El&AZRJL . j » 

. The Srft mention that .we find of Exodus VLi&ff. 
dj. And ELEAZER Aarenfs «S 'mjo$k k m one of tfa 
Daughters ofVvtielto Wife^and Jbe bare bimYbh&uffe. 
Thefe are the HEADS of the FATHERS of the LEHfES, 
according to their Families . Here frji y Eleazer is 
taken notice o£ as one that had been Married (ometime, 
and alio the Birth of his Son P bine as hat was fo famous in 

the Wilderjicfi* Secondly \ the Text reckons E l e a z f a* 
among the Heads of the Fathers of the Levites : and is it 
probable that all this while he fhoald he under the Age of 
Twenty? It cannot be* In the next place, I would have it 
co&fickred, that E leaZER entred upon, and executed the 
Priejls Office in the Wildernds* in the Second Year after 
their coming out of Egypt : See Levit. VIII. y,io. particu- 
larly Chap X* verfc 16 to the end. Now the Priejls 

were not to enter upon their Office, till 4 kitty Years qf 
Age, lumbers IV. i, 2, 3. Moreover the Figure that 
EJe oncer made in Egyptj and quickly after their coming 
from thence, be (peaks him not only a Perfon of Gravity, 
hat a Man of Years. Joshua was fortyffive Years old 
when (he Children of Ijrael came out of Egypty and yet he 
is called a Young Man. Thefc two famous Worthies 

Jos h v A and Eleazer entred Into Conaanta&A** \ 
and fey the Hiftory fectlied to have dyed about the fin* 
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time. Audit if very pibbabk they might be near of an 
Age, as M c>SE$ and AaION their Prodcceflba were. 
However that be, 1 fubmit it to the Learned, Whether 
upon the whole it be probabk, much left certain, that 
ELSAfc** was under Twenty Years of Age, -when the 
Childr en of Jfrael came out of Egypt* 



P. S. Jt was no /mall Satisfaction to we, offer 1 bad drawn up 
tb$ Mttc rials op t¥ s Exerckation, end in a manner digged if, to find 
the Learned Mnmfiettr Sauna bimfelf ef the fame Opinion, to- 
wards the end of bis VoL before-mentioned, via. fag. $di. the* he 
ftps nothing as to the cafe */ Elmer in particular. Bad Imade any 

ufe of bis Method or Arguments, Jjbould readily have acknowledged 

fro 
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The ORA C L E 

# 's * . * . . • . , V j 1 - v 

, > 1 * • * JL . * 

OF < > 

, *■ • * t #' r 

The TRUE GOD Compared with 

tbofe of the Heathen. 

IN 

; 

An OCCASIONAL MEDITATION 

On L Samuel XXIII. n, ta. ’ 


A MONG the* various ways or divers manners wherein 
GOD was pleated to fpeak to the Fathers in times 
pall, the Anfwers given from before the HOLYORACLE 
was one. This Method indeed was not uted, upon ordinary 
QccafionSjbut fro re rt at a y in cates of extraordinary Difficulty 
and Importance, efpecially when the Public was concerned* 
How or in what manner thete Oracular Refpontes were 
givcn t I lhall not here determine. The Learned cannot 
agree upon it. The Jews i ay the Anfwer was underflood 
and taken from the Luftre with which the Stones in the 
Bread-Plate of the High Pried fhone at that time. Some 
of the Learned arc of Opinion, that an Articulate Voice 
was heard from within the Sanftum San# arum. And 
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others, that k was by an extraordinary Imprtjfion upon the 
Mind of the High Priefiy who may be ftppo&d at that 
time to be in fuch a frame of Spirit as was fuited to receive 
and infallibly to judge of the Revelation. That which 
feems rooft probable to me is, That this Sacred and Mys- 
terious Ordinance was under the Dire&ion & Management 
of the High Prieftpt the Perfon who executed that Office - 
And that accordingly He declared the Mind and Will of 
GOD upon the matter. For this fee Numbers XXVIf- 
2 1. L Sam. XXX. 7, 8. Nehemiah VIL 6 5. In imi- 
tation of this Oracle , the Nations that Correfponded 
with the Jews> and efpecially the GrecianSy in honour of 
their Gods, fet up Oracles in their Temples. But as the 
Portion of Jacob was not like thofe Dunghill Deities, fo 
neither were their Vanities and work of Errors to be com- 
pared with the Oracle of the true and living GOD. 

Here, among other things it might be obierv'd, That 
Accefs to the Heathen Oracles was difficulty and only to be 
had at fet times. The Learned Dt.P otter in his Grecian 

Antiquities, tells us, That the Time of Confulting the 
Oracle of Delphos at firft was only one Month in the Year, 
tod the Seventh Day of that Month ; and in the latter 
Ages, Oracles us'd only to be given once every Month. 
Whereas the Oracle of GOD flood continually open’to 
the humble fiC true Worlhipper ; agreeable to that of the 

Prophet Ifaiaby LX. 1 u Her Gates Jhall be open 
$optinually y they Jhall not be Jhut Day nor Night. 

I And 



3$ .-A The J ® xeeUeacfi of'. 

Andpren at the fimes-^appointed by thbfe Heathen 
Oracles ^ the Oracle itfclf was frequently Sullen and flood 
Mute : and for this Reaibn among others the Scripture 
ceils than . Dumb Idois ^ as //*£. IL i8* L Cor, X1L a. 
Thai when the poOrWorihippers of Baal cried aloud-~-~ 
there was neither voice, nor bearing, nor any that re - 
gardedy I, Kings XVIII. a8 > ap *. And j4ugufius Ctfar 
Was refuted an dnfiwer from the Oracle of Delphos 
touching his Suecejor, tho* He fc*> t Legates for that 
Purpofe. All that He coo’d obtain from the Oracle was 
what follows — — ' y 

Me Puer Hebraeus fuperum Rex Unquere feBoy 
Htc jubet et ditis etc as remeare fuh Umbras y 
Ergo filens Jris fa nunc abfeedito Nofir is l 

An Hebrew Child \ King of the Heavens high. 

To leave thefe Temples hath commanded me, 

And to he gone to Darknefs and to Woe ; 

Thou therefore filent from our Altars go ! 

Durham. 

But the great Difference between the Divine Oracle 
and thole of the Gentiles y which I would obferve from 

* E«m JtgmamJif U imfelf who went in Pesfoa to the Orode t to enquire 
touching hit Succefs in his Wavs, had gone away without any Aaiwer, 
hut that He drew the rrujtdi by fojee Soto the Tcuph ; whnsefrirod 
and OTcicome with ftniltunt. She cried out, MY SON, THOU 
AIT INV iNCIBLEj vpoawhkh He left Her, and took thst 
for ajKAaf*/, flour th. ~ 
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Hie r Words under Conftdcratiori, is the \ 4 dthre dr 
'Property of the Refpenfes given : For while the 

Arifwers of the Heathen Oracles were dark and cvafive, 

* . % ’ . . • ' t 

doubtful and precarious; thof^ delivered by the Oracle df 
J E H O V A H, were plain and concife, certain and fafe, 
even to a Proverb, as we learn from L Sam. XVI. 23. A#d 
the Counfel of Ac«itofHu was, as if a Man had 
enquired at the Oracle ^GOD. A very remarkable 
proof and inftance of this, we have Here Recorded by the 
prophet Samuel. David being in great di ft reis, and at a 
loft what to do, has recourfe to the Oracle of G O D, 
and humbly propoles two 4J ueftions i. Whether Saul 
would really come down after hini ? 2. Whether the Men 

of Keilak{ to whom he had been fuch a Prote&or ) would 
deliver him up to Saul ? To theie two Ihort, but impor- 
tant Queftions, David receives a full, pl^in Anfwer : To 
the firft Saul will come down : to the fecond, the Men 
oj Keilah will deliver thee up. What a lively Oracle 
was here, and how plain was David’s way made before 
him ? S^e alio an Inftance of the lame nature, in L Sam. 
XXX. 7, 8. \ . 


3 > . 
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But now let us fee what Treatment Idolaters were wont 

% • 

to meet with from their wretched Oracles, when they refor- 
tedto them for Counfel in matters of the g^eateft Importance. 
Their Refpohles were either fo Dark and Uncertain, that 
nothing at all could be* made of them: or elfe the Won}* 
'were fo ambiguous, and contrived with fuch a double 

I 2 entendre, 
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entendre, that they might be interpreted both way*, in the 
Affirmative or Negative, like that doubtful Sentence, Ibis 
redibis nunquam per bell a peribis ; which ha* tvoo 
Meanings^ according as you refer the Word Nunquam . 
And yet Plutarch, in his Treatiie of the Pythian Oracle 
makes an Apology, fuch a one as 'tis, for the Oblcurity and 
double Meaning of thefe oracular Anfwcrs. Hence it often 
came to pals, That the Perfon concerncd^aking the Wrong, 
was Deceived and Ruined : Thus it happen'd to Pyrrhus 
of EpyruSy when he engaged in a War with the Romans, 
who had this Anfwer from the Oracle* 

j4io te ALacida Romanos vincere poffe^ 

Thus Eftgtiled by Dr. Jfeffrr ; 


Go Pyrrhus, go, Engage with Warlike Rome, 
fate has decreed the Irrevocable Doom, r 
jind You the valiant Romans pall \ orecome. . 

And that to Crafus , reported by Herodotus, “ HCrafus 
go to Fight againft the Perftans, he ffiall diirobe a great 
u Monarchy ” : and he loft his own Kingdom* <4 'polio, p one 
of the moil famous Deities among the Heather, by reaibn 
of the Uncertainty of his Oracles,wa» called A*i**t, Crooked \ 
or Winding ; and his Oracle at Delphos , which was the moft 
celebrated among th t Grecians, and confulted en Dernier 

Pfifott 
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Refirt f, was fo remarkable for this way of anfwering 
Queftions, That Ambiguous and Delphic Anfwers fignified 
at length the lame thing. Thefe oblcuie and equivocal 
Refponics, were doubtlefi owing to the Art and Subtilty, 
of thofe that managed the Oracle ; that fo, as the Learned 
Dr. Poster in his Grecian Antiquities obierves, u If the 
u event happened contrary to any Mans Expe&ation, he 
tf might rather find fault with his own Interpretation of 
a the Oracles, than call in Queftion either the Knowledge, 

* ox Veracity oiAppollo ”* 

It is generally believed from the bell Authorities, both 
of Chriftian and Heathen Writers, That thefe counterfeit 
Oracles, quickly after the coming of CHRIST, and the 
letting up His Kingdom in the World, ceafed, and came 
to nought. 

As to the Oracle of G O D before-mentioned, I fuppofc 
I need not inform thofe that Read the Scriptures, and mere 
cfpecially thcEpiftie to the Hebrews, with care & diligence, 
That as all the Ordinances of Divine Service under the firft 
Covenant, were but a Figure for that time of good thing # 
to come, and therefore defigned from the beginning but as * 
temporary Difpenfation ; fo when the Subftance was come 

thofe Shadows fled away. 

• \ * 

f The Perfoa that delivered the Oracles of /polio at was a 

Woman, whom they call’d P Y T H I A, and the Stotnarint caUt 
She Witch of Entor, F XT HO H l SS A 

Tto 
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Thuktmud of, and proved at Urge by the Apoftk iw 
kisE pifUeta the Hebrews* particularly in the ¥111, £& 
and Xth Chapters : And the Oracular Anfwec* , above; 
fpokca vi, being typical, and a brack of the Prephetkaf 
Office of JESUS CHRIST, were fupcrftded and 
laid jffide when the SON OF GOD, »' lip*** *, caj*e 
into the World y according to that of the Apokle to the 
fiebeemiy ChapJ. verie i. GOD *»## at [undry Aimts^ and 
in divers manners , fpake in timet paft unto the Father* 
by the Prophet s y bath in thefe l aft days } fpohen to us by 
His S O N ' y and given us a Commandment by a Voice 
from the excellent Glory to Hear Him f . And tho* He 
is afeended up on Hi&h, and entred into Heaven it lelf j 
yet according to His bleffed PromHe, He hat fent down 
the CoMFOnTEa, the SPIRIT of Truth* to guide* 
His Church and People into all Truth, and fltew 'em things 
to conic. So that the only Oracles we are now humbly to 
Confult,are the facred Writings o i Mofes and the Prophet s* 
JESUS CHRIST and His Apoftles : And in the 
Judgment of the Apoftle Peter* they are a fafer Rule to 
go by, than even a Voice from Heaven would be* 

II. Peter I, iy 

* 

* Join vii. 10. grit- Tc 1 fl 1 . i. if. 
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The Advantage which the Jews of ©Id had above the 
GtntileSyX* y chiefly in this, That to them were committed 
the Oracles of G O D *. The cafe is much the fame at 
this Day with the Chrifitan Church, cfpeciaUy thole of the 
Reformed Religion a # And therefore we ought to give the 
more earneft heed to the Things Spoken by the LOR ft 
and Confirmed by them that heard Him, Heb. ft i. 

? Ii» iii s,*t 




The END 



